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ANECDOTES \lZl(p 



or 

THE XIFE 



OF 



THOMAS PAINE. 



•+*IIE cclcbratctl Author of " The Rights op Mak** 
has not been without his biographer. In a pamphlet 
which extends to one hundred and fixly-fix pages, and 
which is publiflied under the fandion of the fiflitious name 
o^ OlJy.t^ wc have been made acquainted with many paiti* 
culars of Mn Painc's private hiftory. This pamphlet is, ia ' 
a high degree, uncandid and abufive •, and the writer of it had 
evidently dipped his pen in the bitter fpirit of party Oppo- 
fition. However, the incidents which it contains feem to 
liavc been collected with care and alliduity, and to reft, as to 
their authenticity, on the evidence of dates and records* 
It fhould be remembered, likewifc, that thefe particulars 
luve not been contraditted, either by Mr, Paine, or by 
any of his numerous admirers; mod, if not all, of whom 
kppcar to have had no doubt of their reality. Perhaps, the 
impartial Public may be plcalcd wiih beholding tl-.c follow- 
ing Anecdotes, flri]>t ot tlvtft ftigh colouring which prcju-» 
dice and party-malice arc capa!>lc of giving to truth* 

Thomas Paine was born at Thetford, in the county 
of Norfolk, on the 29th of January, 1736-7, His father, 
the fon of a fmall but reputable farmer, was a (lay-maker 
by trade, and' a Quaker by religion : his mother was the 
daughter of an attorney at Thetford, and of the Eftabhfhcd 
Church. He was educated at his native town, under the 
Rev. WiLMAM Kkowlcs, maftcr of the grammar fchool 
at Thetford, and was deemed a boy of confidcrable abili- 
ties, though without much regular application* His ftudics 
were dircftcd, by his expe£tations^ to what is ufeful, rather 
than to what is ornamental ;— to reading, writing, and 
arithmetic* With this kind of indrudion Uc left the icliuol, 
A. a 9Ct^ 
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4 ANTXDOTES OP 

at the age tt thirteen, in oitlcr to learn IiU fr hcr*« hiifincft, 
vrhichi though he did not like it, ho continued to wuik ui 
for nciivly five yearn. 

When ulmo(l tweuiyi and In llie year 1756, the I'ulycrt 
ef thcl'e inemoirt enicred I.oihU)n» tlie common rcce|)tuil(^ 
of the (illy and tlic wiie, ol the piMir and the opulent, of the 
hufy and the idle. He worked for fome time with Mi. 
Mo^KiSi a very noted (lay-maker, in Ilanover-dicet, I.0111K 
Acre. lie did not, however, contiiuie Irtuf* in I.ondnn ; 
and It fcems probahle that thi-i wa* ihe petiod at which he 
made his Ira-laritig advitittno. 

At an e'aily ago (a» he himfcif ohfervcN^ rnw and a»|. 
vcntui'ousi and heated with the faU'o heroHin (»f a m«iliti, 
who had lerved in anunof-waf, he heijantho career ol'hij 
own forttnie, and cntetcd on \nt'A\A tlie Trm^U privatci'f, 
C\iptain Dr.Ai'u. Tiom thi;« adventute he wab happllv 
prevented hy the alVcMltmatc and motul n'lnonntaiicc »»l ^ 
Rood father, who, from hi^ own hahiis nl lifV, in ni ; c»t fh# 
()uaker profellion, nnill have hrf*iin to htoU upntt hitn ..« 
Ion. Hut (he imprelhiMi, imuh a;i itc(h(t«\lai tlu* tin . 
hegati to wear a\vay, and ho cntcreil aherwauU in tit* A. ; 
tf rruffia privateer', and went with her to ha. What fl c 
event of hin expedilicMi was, whrthi'i ruec4r.l\d or oihi. 
vriCe, wc arc not informed: but it i» cu'tain, th;a nt t*v\ 
way of life he did not ccMninnr lonj;, for in the yr »i 1; .'i 
we Ihid him at Dover, whore he woikcd at hi> trade fui 
almoft a twelvemonth. 

In April 17^9 he fettled, as a m.idor nay-m..ker, m 
Sandwich; and^ on the a^th of Septeiuhcr folhiwinj». m.n- 
ried Maky Lamjikut, a i)iettv r,iil of mt)«li(l h» I avit m, 
and the daii|;hter of an i*Keir»Mi\an, y\t Sandwich, li.»\\ 
ever, he did not continue h>uj;l hiit on the 7tl\ i»t" AjmiI. 
37(^0, he went, with his Wifr, to Map>,ato, aod a htllc tM / 
•after, having loll Ids wife, aj;ain tniiij;lcd with the cro\\i.» 
of I .ondon. 

1 he triah which (»ur AtHhor had made of his trade, f, 
they hail hrotigl\t him no plcalure and littlr }\M\\t iiuluc^ •! 
ium to reiuMince it at this rimo foi ever. Whru a vtMith, 
l»e had eticpiiied into tlio duty, aiul etuied the piMC|\iiht« s. 
i)f an r\cileman. His wife had, 'doithtK Is, IpoLen ol tlw 
liont)tir}i and cmolumenth of her deceaieil father. And \\ 
wan mdnccd hy ihelo conruleratlnn^. in jtilv. i^Oi, to h« .. 
lor (h»'h«'i in hi", laiher'n hoiif*'; fha» Im* Miif>lit piolei iit*', lu 
tpiiet piivaiy at 'i'heU'oid, the (^ivat ohjcCt ol hin lutuir 
tioitrie. 

After fimitern montliR of fludy, our Atithor was e(l.'- 
hiilhfd in «h«' exrili*, on the id ol' Docethhcr. i;!**. a« f'»o 
^[•e of twenty lue. lie owed this giatihcaiion ol In^ 
wilh'M to the friendly interhnenee of Mr. t*oi k*m»«.», 
Ihe leatiicd Kecindei t)f 'Ihefforil; but ht thin htuatliut I * 
Uicl nut coutiavo iiu>rg thati two or three years ; (or it \i 
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THE LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 5 r* 

certain that, whatever was the caufc, he was difmiffed \ 
from his office on the 27thof Augull, 1765. 

In confcqiicnce of this misfortune, our cekbrated Author 
was reduced to great want. lie is faid to have been, for 
Ionic time, almoll without food and fhcUer. On the 11th . 
1 of July, 1762, he was reflorcd to his office; a circumftancc 
which fccms to prove that he had not merited his difmif- 
fion. 

Mere refloration, however, did not bring him immediate 
employment. At this interval he was employed to teach 
Englilh at an academy in Leman-ftreet, Goodman's- Fields, 
for which lie received a lalary of twenty-five pounds a year ; 
and afterwards he lived, for a (hort time, in a iimilar fitu-* 
«tion at Kentington. 

In March, 1768, he was font to be an cxcife officer at 
Lewes, in SulVcx. In this place he lodged with Mr. Oi.- ' 
LIVE, a tohacconift; after whofe death, in 1769, he opened 
the (hop in his own name, as a grocer, and married Eli- 
zabeth Ollive, the daughter of his late landlord. This 
period is faid to have been one of the happy parts of hift 
life. 

In 1771 he made his firft appearance as a writer. The 
poets of Lewes were called upon, by one of the candidate* 
for i\\c honour (wc muft not fay, the intcrcjlj of reprefcnl- 
ing in Parliament the Ele6lors of New Shorcham, to fur- 
niffi an appropriate fong; and Mr. Paini: obtained the 
laurel, with three guineas for his laboiir. 

In ^772 a defign was formed by the cxcifc-officcrft 
throughout the kingdom, to apply to Parliament for fome 
addition to their falarics. Our Author, being one of the 
leading men among them, was rcqueftcd to write their 
C'^/t', which he produced and publijlicd, after many months 
application. This is an oftavo pamphlet of twenty-one 
pages, winch, cxclufive of the Indrodu^^'^^y is divided into 
two heatls, viz. The Stale of the SuLiry of the Officers of thi 
Exdjc: and Thoughts on the Corruption arifingjrom the Pc* 
verty of Exnfe Offncrs. On thele topics he fays all that the 
ablofl writer could have faid. ' Four thoufand of the Caft 
were printed at Lewes ; but, notwith (landing this effort} 
no application was made to Patliament. 

In the month of April, 1774, misfortunes crowded faft 
upon him. The eflc6ts of his fhop were fold to pay hit 
debts. Having dealt likewife, as a grocer, in cxcifeablc 
articles, he was fufpcfted (whether with rcafon or other- 
wife, doe« not appcar)'of unfair |)ra6liccs; and, on the 8th' 
of the fame month, was again difmiiTcd from the cxcifci af\cr 
a do/en years fervicc. 

On the 24th of May following, Mr. Paine and his wif« 
entered into articles of fcparation ; and thcfc articles were, 
in confequcncc of fomc aifagrecment, again drawn on the 
4th of June. Some pcrfons have not fcruplc4^^9^ffcrt. ^ 
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tliM lie treated hti wife with cruelty^ nnd thM thli wii tfto 
cnufe oftlieirfoparMiott. 

Towiirdi the clofo of the yc»r, In conrcqiicnce of a 
ftrong rccotnmendiitiofi to Dr. FiiANKt.iN, he formcti 
the rcfolution of q\iitting hit native country ) and, in tliv 
month of September, he fct fail for Amcvica. He airivctt 
at Phibdclphiii in the winter, a few m()nthft»as he himlclf 
xclatci, before the battle of Lexin^^fon, which was fought iti 
April, 1775. 

In the New World, lii« firft employment was that of 
Jhonman to Mr. Aitkin^ an indtiflruMin ht>okfrllcr at Phil- 
ndclpl\ia, with a falary of twenty poundii a-ycar. Soon af» 
tci\ he turned chcinift ; and in NovctnlKT, ai foreij^n l'up« 
plies of guii|H>wder were (lopped, he employed his fcitilc 
genius \\\ making experiments for the punmfo of difcover- 
tuf; I'om'^ cheap and expeditious method offurniniing Coiw 
grcf& with I'ahpctrc. 

From this »rra he becomes more known, and his conduct 
is entitled to particular attention. On the 10th of January, 
1 776, he mihhflicdhis celebrated pamphlet, intitledCVmmort 
^fnjc. This work was univcrl'alty read, and very jjencrally 
applauded. I'he firfl edition was quickly fold. A fccond^ 
with a Supplement of one third more, was immediately pre* 
pared, liut let us here attend to Mr. Paine hi'miclO 
Speaking of the teflimony which his own heart bore to hui 
integrity, he thus remarks : 

•• Politics and lelfinicrcU have been fo uniformly con- 
ne£led, that the world, from being fo often deceived, has a 
right to he fufpicious of public chara£lers. But wltli re* 
gard to mylelf, 1 am pcrfeHly eafy on this ,hcad. I did 
not, at my firll fctting out in public life, nearly fcvcntecn 
years ago, turn my thoughts to I'ubjcfts of Government 
irom motives of iutcrcft ; and my conduft, from that mo- 
jnent to this, proves the faft. 1 faw an opportunity in 
'which I thought I could do fomc good, and I followed ex- 
aCUy what my heart difbtcd. 1 neither read books, nor 
ftuaied other people's opinions. I thought for myfclf. The 
cafe was this : 

** During the fufpenfionof the old Govcnpents in Ame- 
rica, both prior to, and at the breaking out of hofUlities^ 
1 was {Iruek'with the -order anddccorum with which every 
thing was conducted, and imprcffcd with the idea that a 
little more than what Society naturally performed, was all 
the Government that was ueccffary, and that Monarchy 
and Ariftocracy were frauds and impofitions upon mankind. 
On thcfe principles,! publiflicd the pamphlet, Common Senje^ 
The fuccefs it met with was beyond any thing fincc the m- 
vention of printing. I gave the copy-right up to every 
State in the Union, and the demand ran to not lefs than one 
tundrcd tboufand copics.'WDwing to this difinterefted 
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conduft of Mr. Paine, it fccms that, nctwithflanding the 
cxicnfivc falc of tlic pamphlet, he was in debt to the prin- 
ter, to the amount of 29I. 12s. id. 

In the rourfc of this year, lyyih Mr. Paine joined the 
anny, but in what capacity is not known. It is certain, 
however, that he accompanied Washington in his retreat 
from Hudi'on's River to the Delaware, At this time the 
Congrcfs fled, and all were terrified. But our Author was 
undifmaycd. He faw that the Americans were poireffed 
of refourccs fufficicnt to authorize hope, and he endea- 
voured to infpirc others with the fame confidence. With 
this view on the 19th of December, hcpubliflicd the Crifts^ 
wherein he dates every topic of hope, and examines every 
motive of apprelienfion. This work, which extended to 
thirteen Numbers, he publiflicd at different intcn^als, till 
the complete edablifliment of the Revolution, The laft 
Number appeared on the igtli of April, 1783, the fame day 
that a ccllation of hoflilities was proclaimed. 

In 1777, Congrels unanimoufly, and unknown to Mr. 
Paine, appointed him Secretary in the Foreign Depart- 
ment ; and from this time he enjoyed the correfpondencc 
of Franklin. This appointment was agreeable to him, 
becaufc it gave him the opportunity of feeing into the abi- 
lities of Foreign Courts, and their manner of doing bu(i- 
nefs. But a mifundcrflanding arihng between Congrefs and 
him, rofpecling one of their CommilHoners, then in Europe, 
Mr. Silas Dlane, he religiied the oihce on the 8th of 
January, 1779, and declined, at the lame time, the pecu- 
niary oilers niafle him by the Minifters of France and Spain, 
M.Gerard, and Don Juan Mirralles. 

StK)n after this he was made Ma{lcr of Arts by the Uni- 
vcriily of Philadelphia; and, in 1 780, was chofen a mem- 
ber of the American PhilcfcpJdcal Society , when it was re- 
vived by the legillature of the province of Penfylvania. * 
ilis independence, as a political wnter, was well known. 
His ]:atriotirm had gained him many friends ; and, amonoj 
others, it appears that General Wafhington entertained a 
hii;h fenfc of the importance of his fervices. — On account 
of :hcfe fervices, New^'ork conferred on him fome forfeited 
lands at New-Rocbclle, and Penfylvania prefcnted him 
witli five hundred pounds. 

As his exertions were no longer neceffaiy in America, 
he fet fail for France in the autumn of 1 78b, and arrived 
at Paris in the beginning of the year 1787 ; carrying with 
him his fame as a writer, and the model of a bridge, which 
was fliewn to the Academy of ^Sciences. From Paris he 
came over to F!lngland on the 3d of September ; juft thirteen 
years after his departure for Philadelphia, Bcfove the end 
of the month, he went to Thctford to fee his mother, to 
whom he allowed 9$. a week \ but^ owing to the bankruptcy 
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of the American merchant who^as appointed to paf itp 
Urn allowandii was afterwards ftopped. 
. During part of the year .1788, Mr. Pain i refided at Ro- 
theram in Vorkfhire, 'vhcre his iron bridge was caft and 
ercCted, chiefly at the cxpence of the Ingenious Mr. Wal* 
ker. Tlic defign^ however, had coft otir Author a confi- 
derable rum, and the alTignec^ of the American merchant, 
^finding fix hundred and twenty pounds charged again il 
him^ caufed him to be arrcflcd on the 29th of Oftobcr, 
1789. On this occafion, two refueClable merchants be- 
came his bail ; and on his paying down four hundred and 
iixty pounds, which he had received from America, and 
giving his note for the remainder, he was fet at liberty in 
jNovember, after three weeks confinement. 

In confequcnce of the publication of Mr. Burke*s Refine* 
lions on the French Revolution^ Mr. Paine produced, in the 
month of February, 1791, his well-known work, intitlcd, 
the Rights of Man. This pamphlet was printed for Mr. 
Johnfon, in St. Paul's Church-Yard : but the work con- 
.taining fomc juft but feverc rcflcftions on various parts of 
the Englilh government, Mr. Johnion was induced, by the 
advice of fome of his friends, to decline the publication of 
it ; and, after a month's delay, it was publiflicd, on the i3tk 
of March, by Mr. Jordan, in Fleet-Street. 

About the mid<ilc of May, Mr. Paine again went to 
France. When the King lied from Paris, he obferved 10 
his friend, Mr. Chriftie, " You fee the abfurdity of mo- 
** narchical gavernmcnts^ Here will be a whole nation 
*' difturbcd by the folly of one man." On the return of 
the King, our Author was in coniidcrable danger. An 
officer proclaimed the will of the National Aflembly, that 
all (hould be iileat, and covered. In a moment, all hats 
were on. Mr. Paine, however, had loll his cockade, the 
emblem of liberty and et|uality. A cry arofe, Ariflocrat f 
Arijlocrat ! Arifiocratl A* la lanterne ! a* L Lanterm! lie 
was defired by thofc who Hood near him, to put on his hat* 
And it was not till after fomc time, tliat the mob was futis- 
fied by explanation. 

On the 13th of July, he returned to London ; but it was 
not thought prudent that he ihould attcnd^the celebration 
of the French Revolution. He afterwards drew up the 
^ Addrefs and Declaration of the Gentlemen who met at tha 
Thatch cd-iloufe-Tavern, on the 20th of Auguft fi)llowing. 
In the month of February 1792, appeared the Second 
Part of Rights of Man; a publicafton, which has conferred 
addirional celebrity on its Author, and greatly increafcd 
.the number of converts to the caufc of liberty, and ju/i go- 
vernment. 

The falc of thcfc juftly-admjrcd pro liiftions has hccti 
much grcatiyr than that of, perhaps, any work ever publUh- 
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cd in England. When the Second Part of Ri^Jitf of Man 
appeared, the number of copies to which tlic 1- ird Part had 
fJxtcndcd, including England, Scotland, . and Ireland, was 
not Icfs than between forty and fifty thoufand; and when 
it is recollefted that, cxclufive of the Second, the Fjrfl. Pare 
of the work has now been eight months longer on falc, and 
that cheap editions of each have been publiihed, very many 
thoufands of which have been fold, the number purchafcd 
cannot be fuppofed to fall fhort of, if indeed it docs not ex- 
ceed, one hundred thoufand copies. 

Thus have wc prcfentcd to our readers the principal 
circumftances of Mr. Paine's hiftory. The changes which 
he has witncded have been various; and the man, who can 
drop a tear of forrow at the recolle6lion of the miferies of 
his fellow-creatures, will feel regret ftill more poignant 
when contemplating the manydiihculties under which that 
man has laboured, who may juftly be ftylcd the Benefac- 
tor OF Nations. But, perhaps, (as he has well obCcrv- 
cd) it IS to his advantage that he has fcrved an apprcnticc- 
(hip to life. He now knows the value of moral inftru&ion,' 
for he has feen the danger of the contrary. 

The number of converts to Mr. Paine's fentimcnts on 
Civil Government is rapidly encreafmg. It is a clafs which . 
comprehends the moft truly independent charafteis through- 
out the nation ; men, who belong to no party but that of 
truth, and who acknowledge no objcfts of political adora* 
tion but thofe of public liberty and public happincfs. The 
names of Pittite and Foxite^ with thofe other blandifhments 
witli which interejl has contrived to c^tch the eyes and fe- 
cluce the attention of the unthinking and the vulgar, are rc- 
garde<l by them as the rattles of childhood. They afpirc to 
;i nobler charafter ; and, indcad of conligning their undor- 
ilandings to the cudody of others, are determined to tak9 
jhc trouble of thinking for themielves. 

Yet wc would not be uncandid ; we would not be unjuR. 
Candour is the fair offering of ingenuous excellence, and 
ju (lice is the due of all. Many, no doubt, there arc who 
oppolc reformation from conviftion, and whofc upright 
hearts, if accompanied with enlightened undcrilandiiigs, 
•would flirink with horror at the idea of tholc mifcncs 
which the villainy of Kings and Minillcrs has allotted to 
their equals. For why mufl: the People" gro^u under tho 
load of poverty and want, that Statefmeu and Kings may 
live in iplendour ? — But Heaven be prafcd for that light 
^vhich is already diffufed, and which will adurcdly diipcl 
that mental darkncfs which has fo long overlhadowed the 
earth! 

The Author of the Rights of Atan^ as a reward for hij 
public-fpiriCcd exertions, isnow the fubjcd of a Govern- 
ment 
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ment profecution. Of thefc profccutions and their advifcrs 
wc (hall limply fay, that they produce, in the patriotic 
brcaft, the fervour of indiguatioiii «r the coolncb of ceu* 
tempt. 
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LETTER I. 
To Mr. HENRY DUNDAS, 

III AUSWER TO Hit SPEECH ON THE LATC 

EXCELLENT PROCLAMATION* 



SIR, London J JuncQ^ 1792. 

AS you opened the debate in the Houfc of Commons, Ma/- 
25th, on the Proclamation for fupprcifing Publications, 
Vhich that Proclamation (without naming any) calls wicked 
and feditious, and as you applied thofc opprobrious epithets 
to the works entitled " RIGHTS OF MAN/' I think it 
unnecelTary to offer any other rcafon for addrclTing this Let« 
tcr to you, 

I begin, then, at once, by declaring that I do not believe 
there are to be found in the writings of any author, ancient 
or modem, on the fubjeft of Government, a fpirit of greater . 
benignity, and a (Ironger inculcation of moral principles 
than in thofe which I have publifhcd. They come. Sir, from 
a mun, who, by having lived in difTcrcnt countries, andun* 
dcr difFcrcnl fyftcms of Government, and who, bcuig inti- 
Tiijlc in the conftrudion of them, is a better judge of the, 
fubjeft than it is podible that you, from the want of thofc 
opportunities, can be :— And, befidcs this, they come from 
an heart that knows not how to beguile. 

1 will further fay, that when that moment arrives in which 
the bed confolatiou that (liall be left will be that of looking 
back on fome pad anions, more virtuous, more meritorious, 
than the reft, I fliall then with happincfs remember, among 
6ther things, 1 have written the RIGHTS OF MAN — Aa 
to what Proclamations, ' or Profecutions, or Place-men, or 
Placc-expeftants,— thofe who pofrds, or thofe "who arc gap- 
ing for ofl&cc, may fay of them, it will not alter their cha- 
• ratter, cither with the world or with me. 

Having, Sir, made this declaration, 1 (hall proceed to re-- 
mark, not particularly \ipon your own •Speech on that occa- 
fiori, blit on any other Speech to which your Motion on that 
day gave rifc^ and 1 fliall begin with Uut of Mu Adam. 

Thi* 
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This gentleman acCufes me of net hatvinc done the veff 
thing that I have done^ and which, he fays, if I had done, he 
ihould not have accufcd me. 

Mr. AoAM, in his Speech, (fee the Morning Chronicle of 
May 26,) fays, " That he had well coufidered the fubjcfb of 
, ^ Conflitutional Publications, and was by no means ready t6 
•• fay (but the contrary) that books of fcicncc upon Govenr- 
•* ment, though recommending adodnncorfydcmdiilcrcnt 
•* from the form of our Conftitution (meaning that of Eng* 
«* land) were fit objcfts of profccution ; that if he did, he 
** muft condemn (which he meant not todoj HARaiNCTOM 
*' for his Oceana, Sir Thomas Moore for his Eutopia^ 
•* and Hume for his Idea of a pcrfcft Common-wealth. But 
*' continued Mr. Adam, the Publication of Mr. Paike was 
•' vcr\' different •, for it reviled what was mojtfacred in the 
•' Conflitution, dcftroycd every principle of fubordination, 
•' and ejiabliJJud nothing in their room.** 

I readily perceive that Mr. Adam had not read the Sdfi^n^ 
Part of Rights of Many and I am put under the ncceflity, either 
of fi/bmitting to an erroneous charge, orof juftifyingmyfclf 
Qgainfl it; and I certainly (liall prefer the latter.— -If, then, I 
(hall prove to Mr. Adam, that, in my reafoning upon fyflcms 
of government in the Second Part of Rights of Many I have 
ihown as clearly, I think, as words can convey ideas, a cer* 
lain Syftcm of Government, and that not exiting in theory 
only, but already in full and eftablilhed praftice, and (yfte- 
matically and pra6lically free from all the vices and dcfefb^ 
' of the Engliih Government, and capable of producing more 
happincfs to the People, and that alfo with an eightieth part 
of the Taxes, which the prefent Syflem of Engliih Govern* 
incnt confumes, I hope he will do me the juflice when he 
next goes to the Houfc, to get up and confcfs he had been 
mi f taken in faying, that I had tjiablijhid nothings and that I 
had dejiroyed every principle of Jubordinatiorim Having thus 
opened the cafe, 1 now come to the point. 

In the Second Part of RIGHTS OK MAN, 1 have diftin- 
guifhcd Government into two claifcs or I'yftems ; the one, 
the hereditary fyftci]f\; the other the reprcfcntativc fyftcm. 

In the Firft Part of Rights of Man^ 1 have endeavoured to 
fhew, and I challenge any man to refute it, that there does 
not exifl a right to cftablifli hereditary Government ; or, in 
other words, Hereditary Governors; becaufc Hereditary Gf»- 
vemment always means a Government yet to come, and the 
cafe always is, that the People who arc lo live afterwards 
have always the fame right to chul'c a government for thcin- 
fclves, as the People had who lived bct'oie them. 

In the Second Part of Rights of Man^ I have not repeated 
thofc arguments, becaufe they arc irrefutable ; but have conhn* 
ed myfelf to fliew the defctis of what is called Hereditary 
Govermncnt,or Hereditary SucceH'ion; that it mud, fti^mthc 
niiturc of it, throw Govcrnmcut into the hands of lacu total- 
ly 
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ly unworthy of it, from want of principle, or unfitted for it 
from want of capacity.— James the lid. is recorded as an in- 
ftancc of the firft of thefc cafes ; and inflances arc to be 
found almoft all over Europe to prove the truth of the latter* 
To (hew the abfurdity of the Hereditary fyftcm ftill more 
ftrongly, I will now put the following cafe — Take any fifty 
men promifcuoully, and it will be very extraordinary, if, out 
of that number, one man (hould be round, whofe principles 
and talents taken together (for fome mif;ht have principles, and 
others have talents) would render him a perlon truly fitted 
to fill any very extraordinary office of National Truft. If, 
then, fuch a fitncfs of charaacr could not be expected to be 
found in more than one porfon out of fifty, it would happen 
hut once in a thoufand years to the cldeii fon of any one 
family, admitting each, on an average, to hold the office 
twenty years. Mr. Adam talks of fomething in the conftitu- 
tion which he cMs viojt/acnd^ but I hope he docs not mean 
Hereditary fucccilion, a thing which appears to me a viola- 
tion of every order of nature, and of common fenfe. 

When I look into Hiftory, and fee the multitudes of men, 
othcrwife virtuous, who have died, and their families been 
ruined, in defence of knaves and fools^ and which they 
would not have done had they reafoned at all upon the fyf- 
tcm ; 1 do not know a greater good that an individual can 
render to mankind, than to endeavour to break the chains 
of political iupcidition. Thofe chains are now diffolving 
faO, and proclamation and piofecution will fcrvc but to 
hadcn tlieir dilTolution, 

Iluvinj^ thus fpokcn of the Ilereditar)' fyflcm as a bad 
fv[lc;n, and fuhjctl to every poffiblc defeat *, I now come to 
tiie Reprcfcntativc Syilem ; and this Mr. Adam will find " 
i^atcd in the Second i'ait of the Rights of Man, not only as 
the bed, but as the only Theory of Government under which 
the liberties of a people can be permanently fccure. 

But it is necdlefs now to talk of mere Theory, fince there 
Js already a Government in full Praftice,eftabliflicd upon that 
* Theory, or, in other Words, upon the Rights of Man, and 
has booh fo for almod twenty years. Mr. Pitt, in a fpccch 
of his ibmc fhort time fince, faid, *' That there never did, 
♦* and never could ©xid a Government eftabliihed upon thofc 
*' Rij^hts ; and that if it began at noon, it would end at night." 
Mr. Pitt is not yet arrived at the degree of a fchool-boy in this 
Ipccicsof knowledge. Ili^ pradicc has been confined to the 
means of extorting revenue, and his boail has been— how 
much? — ^Whereas the boaft of the Syftcm of Governmcat 
that 1 am ipeaking of, is not how much, but how little. 

The Syftcm of Government, purely reprcfcntativc, tin* 
mixed with any thing of hereditary nbnfenfe, began in Ame- 
rica. I will now compare the cftcfb of that fyftcm of Go- 
. vcrnmciit with the fyftcm of Government in England^ bgth 
during, and iincc the clofc of thg war« 

So 
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So powerful it the ReprefenUttve fyllemi firfti by com* 
bining and conroTidating all the parts o'f a country togetbar, 
however great the extent; and fecondly, by admitting of 
none but men properly qualified into the Government, or 
difmifling them if they prove to be otherwife, that America 
was enabled thereby totally to defeat and overthrow all the 
fchemcs and proje£b of the hereditary Government of Eng- 
land again fl her. As the eftablifhment of the Revolution 
and Independence of America is a proof of this faft, it is 
necdlefs to enlarge upon it. 

1 now come to the comparative efFeft of the two Sy (terns 
fince the clofe of the war; and 1 rcqueft Mr. Adam to at- 
tend to it. 

Amcricahad internally fnftaincd the revenge of upwardsof 
fcven years of war, wliich England had not, England fuf- 
taincd only the expcnccs of the war; whereas America fuf- 
taincd not only the cxpence, but the clclhuftion of property 
committed by both annies. Not a honfe was built during 
that pciiod, and many thoufands were deftroycd. The 
\ • farms and plantations along the coaft of the country, for 
more than a thoui'axid miles, were laid wafte, her commerce 
was annihilated, her (hips were either taken or had rotted 
within her own harbours. The credit of her funds had fallen 
upwards of ninety per cent, that is, an original hundred 
pounds would not fell for ten pounds. In fine, flic was ap- 
parently put back an hundred years when the war clofed ; 
which was not the cafe with England. 

But fuch was tlic event, that the famercprcfentativc Syf- 

' tern of Government, though iincc better organized, which 

enabled her to conquer, enabled her alCi^to recover; and (he 

* now prefents a more flourifhing condition, and a more happy 
andharmonizedrocietyundcrthatfyftem of Government tnan 

' any country in the world can boalt under any other. Ilcr 
towni are rebuilt, much better than before; her farms and 
plantations are in higher improvcmcrt than ever; her com- 
merce is fpread over the world, and her funds have riien 
from lefs than ten pounds the hundred to upwards of one 
hundred and twenty. Mr. Pitt, and his colleagues, talk of 

* the things that have happened in his boyi(h Adminiilration^ 
, without knowing what greater things have happened clfc« 

where and under other lyflcms of Government. 
^ 1 next come to (late the ex;>cnce of the two fyftcms/ as 
" they now (land in each of the countries ; but it may fir(l be 

proper to obferx'e, that Government in America is what it 
' ought to be, a matter of honour and truft, and not made » 

trade of for the puqiofe of lucre. 

The whole amount of the net taxes in England (cxclufive 

of the expcncc of collc£lion, of drawbacks, of fcizures and 

condemnations, of fines and penalties, of fees of oilice, of 
' litigations and infoinicrs, whiih are fomc of the bleiTcd 

jnctUis of enforcing them) is i'cvelitcen millions. Of this 
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&!n about nine millions go for the payment of the intcrcft of 
the National Debt, and the remainder, being about eight 
millions, is for the current annual cxpcnccs. Thus much, 
tar one fide of the cafe. I now come to the other. 

The cxpcncc of all the fevcral departments of the general 
Reprcfcntative Government of the United States of America, 
extending over a fpace of coimtry nearly ten times Uf gcr thaa 
England, is two hundred and ninety-four thoufand five hun- 
clrc and fifty-eight dollars, which, at 4s. 6d. per dollar, i^ 
66,2751. lis. Ocrling, and is thus apportioned./ 

Expcnct of the Executive Department. 

V.\t OfBcf of the IVcfidciicy, at uUicU the Preddcnt rcceiv<$ 1. • S. 

nothifi.^ ior himlclf • • • - • 6*^25 o 

ViccPrciidcot • • • • ^•^^b Q 

Chid luUicc • • • • 900 O 

Five AiTociatc lufticri . • . - 3,937 10 

Niactcca Judges <>f Diftri£l$ and Attorney Ocneral • <>j873 t^ 

LegiJIntive DeparttnenU 
Members of Conqrefs, at fix l>onart (il. 7s.) per day, their Se- 
cretaries, Clerks, Chaplains, Mcifcngcr^ Door-Kccpcrs, &c. 15,515 O 

Treafury Department. 
Secretary. Afliftant, Comptroller, Auditor, Trcafurer, Rqgif- 
itr, and Lo;»n-C);hi * Keepers, in each Slate, together with all 
nccelfary Clerks, Oih«:e.keei»ers, &c. - - ia,8a5 O 

I Department of State ^ imluding Foreign Affairs. 

Secretary, Cicrks,&c. dec. - - * i,lo6 5 

Department cj War» 
Srcretar)*, Clerks, PaymalUr, Commiilioner, &€• • 1,46410 

Ccmvj'f/io'Krsfvr fettling old Accounts* 
The whol« Boaid, Cicrks, &c. ... 2.598 15 

Lu'idfntal and Ci^ntingent Expences. 

For Fire-wood, Stationary, Priming, ^c. • - 4,006 iG 

Total • 66,275 II 

On account of the incur fions of the Indians on the bacl^ 
rcttlenicnts, Congrors is, at tliis lime, obliged to keep iix; 
thouland militia m pay, in addition to a regiment of foot, 
and a battalion of anillery, which it always keeps; aud thl^ ^ 
incrcafcs the cxpcncc of the War Department to 39O;O0q 
dollars, which is 87,795 1, (lerling; but when peace Ihall bQ 
concluded with the Indians, the grcatc^ part of this cx-» 
pence will ccafc, and the total amount of the cxpcncc of 
Govcrnm ^nt, Including that of the army, will not amount 
to one hundred thoufand pounds (lerling, which, as has been, 
already dated, is but an eightieth part of the cxpcnccs of> 
the Englidi Government. 

1 rcqueit Mr. Adam and Mr. Dundas^ and all thofc wh(> 
^^ talkiug of ConiUtutions, an4 blciUn^v "^^ K.ings, and- 
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Lordsy and the Lord knows what, to look at this ftatcment* 
Here is a form and fyClcm of Government, that isWtteror- 
ganifed and better adminiftered than any Government in 
the world, and that for Icfs than one hundred thoufand 
pounds per annum, and yet every member of Congrefs re- 
ccives, as a compenfation for. his time and attendance on 
public bufincfs, one pound fevcn (hillings per day, which is 
at the rate of nearly five hundred pounds a-ycar. 

This is a government that has nothing to fear. It needs 
no proclamations to deter people from writing and reading. 
It needs no political fupcrllition to fupport it. It was by 
encouraging difcuflion, and rendering the prcfs free upon all 
fubje^is of Government, that the principles of Government 
became underftood in America, and the people are now en* 
joying the prefent bleflings under it. You hear of no riots, 
tumults, and difordcrs in that country' ; bccaul'e there cxids 
no caufe to pr.oducc them/ Thofc things arc never the ef- 
feft of Freedom, but of rcftraint, opprelUon, and cxcefTivc 
taxation. 

In America there is not that clafs of poor and wretched 
people that are fo nuincroufty dil'perled all over England, 
and who are to he told by a Proclamation, that they arc hap- 
py ; and this is in a great mealure to he accounted fi>r, not 
by the diU'erence of l^roclanialions, but by the diilercnce «f 
Covernipents, and the diflerencc of TaxC'S between that 
country and this. What the labouring people of that coun- 
try earn they apply to their own ule, and to the educatiijn 
of their children, and do not pay it away in taxes as fall as 
they earn it, to fupport Court extravagance, and a longenoc- 
mous lift of Place-men and Penlioners; and bcrides this« 
they have learned the manly doftrine of reverencing them- 
felves, and confcqucntly of rel'pctting each other v and they 
iaugli at thofe imaginary beings called Kings and Lordly 
and all the fraudulent trumpery of Courti. 

When Place-men and Penruuurs, or thofe who expefl to 
be luch, arc lavifli in praiie of a (lOvcrnnKnt* it is not a 
I'lgn of its bcinj; a good one. '1 hr penlion hi) alone, in Kng- 
tand (fee Sir Jolui Sincluir'n llillory of the Kevcmie, nagt* 
i\ of the ApponcUx) in One llun^lred and Seven ThouTand 
I'our Hundred and lorn* Pounds, t^/.n/i i,\ uhvt tluiH t/u <'.\« 
f'tua vj iht wh^'tc (iovfrnmcnt of Amciua uih'.mHt to* And I 
am now more eonvtnt«'il thanbel'iuc, that (he idler that was 
, made to me of a '1 houland Pounds, for the copy-right of 
the Second Part of the Ki^kis vj Man. together with the re- 
ntaining copy-riglit of the Kird Part, was to have ellcMed, 
by a (]uick fuuprelUon, what is now attempted to be done 
by a proleculion. The connedion which the jumTou wht> 
made that olVor has with the King's Printing-lXlice, may 
. furnilh jiart of the nu\ui?» of en(juiiif»g into this alVair, when 
the MintlUy niall ploafc to brin|; ihtir prulecuiion to illuc, 
liut to rcluiii to my l'ul>jeU."-« 

1 luvc 
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1 have faid, in the Second Part of Rights of Mauy and I 
repeat it here, that the fevvice of any man, whether called 
King, Prefidcnt, Senator, Legiflator, or any thing elfe, can- 
not be worth more to any country, in the regular routine of 
oiBce, tlian Ten Thoufand Pounds per annum. We have a 
better man in America, and more of a gentleman than any 
King 1 ever knew of, who does not occahon even half that 
cxpencc : for, though the falary is fixed at Five Thoufand 
Two Hundred and Sixty-five Pounds, he does not accept it, 
and it is only the incidental expences that are paid out of it« 
The name hy which a man is called is, of itfelf, but an empty 
thing. It is worth and charaftcr alone which can render 
him valuable, for without thefe, Kings, and Lords, and Pre* 
fidents are but jingling names. 

But without troubling myfclf about conditutions of Go- 
vernment, 1 have (hewn in the Second Part of Rights of 
Man^ that an alliance may be formed between England, 
France, and America, and that the expencc of Government 
in England may be put back to one million and an half, viz* 

Civil Expencc of Govcinmcnt, • • £, 500,000 

Aimy, • - •• 500,000 

Navy, • * • 500,000 

t«500,ooo 
And even this fum is fifteen times greater than the expences 
of Government are in America ; and it is alfo greater than 
the whole peace edabliihment of England amounted to about 
ah hundred years ago. ' So much has the weight and op- 
preflion of taxes cncreafed fmce the Revolution, and efpe- 
cially fince the year 1714. 

'I'o Ihcw that the fum of 500.000I. is fufficient to defray 
all the civil expences of Government, 1 have, in that work, 
annexed the following edimate for any country of the fame 
extent as England : 

In the fir ft. place, three hundred Reprefentatives, fairly 
cle£lcd, arc fuiHcient for all the purpofes to which Icgida- 
lion can apply 9 and preferable to a larger number. 

If then an Allowance, at the rate of five hundred pounds 
per ann. be made to every Reprefcntative, deducing for 
non-attendance, the cxpence, if the whole number attended 
fix months each year, would be - - £* 75,000 , 

The Official Departments could not poflibly exceed the fol* 
lowing number, with the falaries annexcdi yiz. 

Hirer Qfticen, «t to,oooU<:^ch, • • 30,000 

Ten ditto, at 5,oool.- each, • * 50,000 

Twenty ditto, at a,opol. cach> • • 40,000 

Tony ditto, ^at iioool. each, • « 40,000 

t Two hundred ditto, at 500I. each, • • 100,000 

Three hundred ditto* at aool. each, • * 60,000 

Tive hundred ditto, at iqoI. each, • • 50,000 

Seven hundred diuoi M.75I. cacb» • • 52,500 

If 
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If A nution chofc, it might dcdufl .] per cent, rrom all \\w 
•Ricrti and make one of twenty thi>vifiinU poumlt prr mmu 
and (lylc titc pcrfon who (hould fill iL kingi or Majcftyior 
Ma<ljcily,or p/ivc him any other title; 

Takinfji howcvcri this Turn of one milliim auid an half u^ 
an ;4bun(Unt ftipply for all the exnenccHof (•ovcrument uu* 
cicr any form wluitevcr, there will remain a fnrplui of nearly 
lix millions and an half ont of the prcfcnt Ta.\C9| after pay- 
in}; the intcrd of the National Debt ; und 1 have (hewni ni 
the Second Part of Ri^\/its of Mdn^ what appeals to me the 
bcil mu<te of applyinf^ the fuipUii moneys for I am now 
fpeakinj; of expencct and favingS| and not of lyilenm of (#or 
vemmrnt. 

1 havei in the firft place, eftimated the piH>r-rate* at two 
millions annnuUyi and Ihcwu that the full ellcHual flrp 
vould be to aboliih tlie poor*rates entirely (which would he. ^1^ 



d favini^ of two millions to the honfe-keepcrs) and to remit 
four millioni out of the f'urpUis taxes to the pooVf to he naid 
to them in money in piopoiiioii to the nimihi r of childuu ''' 



*Mi 



in each family, and the number of agrd pirl'ons* ""^ 

1 have f nimatfd thr nuinlKM of pei fon^ <d lM»th fexes In 
Iinpjand, cf itl'ty years of aite and upwards at 490.000, and 
h.ive taken one third of this numberi vi/.« ir|O)000|to he 
jioorpruplv. 

To lave hmjij rwleuluih»t»fi, J have tuVen 70,000 <»f them fo 
be upwards of htty years of a);e and under liNty, and the 
other to be Ity.ty yam and upwaidi*; Mi\d to aUow fix poutuU *' J 

Jier ^n\u to tlie former elafr., and ten pounds per anii. to the 
Mtter. 'J he expense «»f which will be, 

Srvfaiy thoufjnd prifoni st 61. prr Ann. • • 410,000 
l^fcvviiiy llMulsud |«riltfiii si ivi. |»«t suiu t • 7ntf,a«ia 

■■ ; ' ««i| 

Tlicro will then remain of the four millions aiSBo^oooh 1 
have dated two dtlVete nt methods of iipptoptiatinft thin mo* 
ney. 'I'ho one is to pay it in proportion to the number of 
children in each fatnily, at the rate of thiec or four pound'* '• 
jicr anil, for eaeh ihilu \ the other is to appnition it aeeotd* *• 
iwg to the exneticc of living in dillerent cuuntties; but in •♦! 
•itner of thele cafes It would, together with the allowanee •« 
10 be made to the attedi completely take olf taxes from otvf ** 
third of all the famines in l\n)^land» befides relicvuiR all the •' 
Dther families fiom the buitheii of tioor-ratcs* 

Tito whole number of families in Ent^latid, lotting five 
fViubi (ii eaili lamilyi Is mw million four liundied thoufaiid, 
of which 1 takia one thirdi vi/.. 4661606 to bo poor familia*, 
whoitow nay four millions of taxes, and thai the piMMeil 
pays at lead four ^tuneas « year ^ and that U^c o'thcr thirteen 
millions ate paid by the otlier twg-thirds. The plan, theie- 
'I'orei as Hated iix ibe woi-k is, fttlli to vemit or repay, ah h 

already 
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already fltitcd, this fum of four millions t«thc poor, becaufe 
it is impoflihic to fcparate them from the others in the pre* 
icnt mode of coUcfting taxes on articles of confumption ; 
andy fecondly, to aholiih the poor-rates, the houfe and win- 
dow-light Ux, and to change the Commutation Tax into a 
progrciBvcTax on large cftat s, the particulars of all which 
arc fct forth in the work, and to which 1 dclire Mr. Adam • 
to refer for paiticulars* I (hall here content myfelf with 
faying, that to a town of the population of Manchefler, it 
will make a difference in its favour, compared with the 
prcfent (late of things, of upwards of fifty thoufand pounds 
annually, and fo in proportion to all other places throughout 
the nation. This certainly is of more confequence, than 
that the fame Amis (hould be collcfted to be afterwards 
fpcnt by riotous and profligate courtiers, and in nightly re«. 
vcls at the Star and Garter Tavern, Pall-Malh 

1 will conclude this part of my letter with ah extraft from 
the Second Part of Rights cf Man^ which Mr, Dundas (a 
man rolling in luxury at the cxpence of the nation) has 
branded with the epithet of *' wicked." 

*• By the operation of this plan, the noor laws, thofe in- 
" ftruments of civil torture, will be iupcrfeded, and the 
" wadcful expcnce of litigation prevented. The hearts of ^ 
** the humane will not be Jhockcd by ragged and hungry 
•* children, and pcrfons of feventy and eighty years of age ' 
** begging for bread. The dying poor will not be dragged 
** from placoto place, Id breathe their lafl, as a reprilal of 
•* parifh upon parith. Widows will have a maintenance 
** for their children, and not be carted away, on the death 
'* of their huibands, like culprits, and criminals, and chil- 
** drcn will no longer be confidcred as incrcafing the dif- 
•* trcffes of their parents. 'I'hc haunts of the wretched will 
** be known, becaufe it will be to their advantage, and the 
** number of petty crimes, the ofispring of poverty and dif- 
•* trcls, will be leirencd. The poor, as well as the rich, will 
'* tlicn be interefted in the fupport of Government, and the 
•* caufe and apprchcnlion of riots and tumults will ccafe* 
.*' Yc who fit in cafe, and folacc yourfelves in plenty, and 
** Tuch there arc in I'urkey and Ruflia, as well as in Eng- 
«« land, and who lay to yourfelves, are we not weUoJf? have 
** yc thought of thcfc things? When yc do, yc will ceafe 
** to fpeak and feel for yourfelves alone."— Rights of Man, 
Part 11. p. 136. 

After this remiffion of four millions be made, and the 
Poor rates and IIoulc and Window-light tax be abolifhed^ 
and the Commutation Tax changed, there willflill remain 
nearly one million and an half of furplus taxes; and as by 
iin alliance between England, France, and America, armies 
»nd navxs will, in a great meafure, be rendered unneceifary ; 
and as men who have either been brought up in, or long 
liabitcd t9| tliofe lines of life, are ilill citizens of a nation 

in 
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in common with the r«ft| and have a right to pMiticlnile hi 
IMI ftUni of National Henctit» it ii lUtcd iti that work (Rijtht h 
0)t Mani Part Jl|) to apply annually 5071000L out of the (ur« 
plui taxci to thii purpofe in the fulluwitig inatincri 

To Afif f n tlioufand difbandf d OiMirrii 31. ptr WMk ttn h 

Ic'lrir of (Inlu^Uoni) 4uriii|; lilr • • • ii^ioa^ 

Uitiuiu) pMy 10 the ri'iiiMiiiiu;; fuKlien, prr mm. • tpid^u 
To till* otliccri of the Uilbundid cgr|)i| during} iUci ihr fanit 

fum of • • • • Ii7im»f> 
I'o hiirru iliuuUnd dldundcd fiilori, 31 |M:r wcck» during 

litV • • • • • it7i4N>a 

Addttiuiut |tay to thr rrmtlning Ui\oi% - • iO*Ati«» 

'A the ulUcrr I ol ike dilb^iidcd part of the mvyi dm iiig lilc 1 1 7 ,uu(^ 

£\ 607,uutt 

Tlic llmiia to which it In proper to confmc thin letter, will 
not tidinil of my cutrtinp, into further particulani. I adilrcr^ 
it to Mr* DundiiJi) iHrcaufc he to<»k the lead ir the dohiiic, 
«ind he winu's, 1 iup|M»('e, io appear confpieuoiiK ; hut t)i« 
purpoit of it i.i lojuilify myfclt IVointhc ehar^jc whieh Mr, 
Ailatn has in.«le, 

Thia (>ctuloin;m, iVi hauheen ohferved in the hej'luninR of 
thin letter, conl'ulei i the writings of llairinf;f<iu, McHir«, an*! 
llunie, as junii»al»le aud leual puhlieatiou'*. heraiife lluy le 
i'onedhy cumuaiilon, tliouj;li, in fo doin*^, they iluwed phma 
and Cydciusof (iovetnttient. not only diilerettt fii>iu, hut pi«- 
I'erahlc to, that of Kti|;land ; and lie aei ulVs me of en<U*avotu • 
ii»l', to e'.»nfiile, iuftr.ul of prodviciiii; a iVilein in the lonm u( 
that which I had leatoned a^;an\(l; wlittea;; the fah is« that t 
have not oidy rraU»i»ed hy eonijMiWMu of the Repul«'ntati\c 
Ivllem af'aluU th«» llereiUtary lyll-Mn, hut 1 have j^oiie hii- 
iUi't\ fur I tuve pmdareil ,\\\ Inllaiue ol a (iovrtnnunf tU 
tabliflM d etiliirjy oti xUv KepivlVtitative Ivlhtn, uinln whl< <i 
^huih j^ie.itr'v ltm»MtM li i». rnjoi^iwl, niui h O'wer 'iax«';i u* 
ciuiifil, and imtcli ni«»hereie<lit iHrllaMiihrcLtliau under iIk* 
lyil'iii of (»ovenmu"ut hx Kt»i«laud, 'l!ie f«ind:; in Ku;;IaiuI 
have lilru hnecthe war only from f^.}!. to ojUaiidihty have 
l««-cu dov/n, lin<c i)\n Pnx hiiuatiotk. to H7I. whnrai t)ic 
Funds in America rofc in the umwu tiuie lioin lol. to l;lo^ 
llis charge ajViinft me ** ,of dellioying every piiiuiplr of 
luhordinaiiou," i» equally as p lOuiidlel.N, which even a lin|;Io 
paragraph irotn the work will prove, and which 1 fliall heic 
quote : , 

♦• Formerly, wRcn divifions arvifc rcfprftinfjCovcrnmcnis 
♦* recourfe was had to the iword, and a civd war cufuc <!• 
•* That fava};o cudom h exploded by the new lyftetn, and 
•* recourfe is had to a Nutionul Convention. Di (tun ion, and l)»i5 
*• general will, urhitratcb the (picfiion, and to this private 
•• u|)inion yields witli a ^ood grace^ and orJcr is prf/rrvcdun" 
•* turrrrw^r^c//*— Rights of Man, Pail II, p. 173. 

That two different charges Q;ould bobiooght at the fame 
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time, the one by a Mcitibcr of the Lcgi flirt ivc for not doing a 
certain thing, and the other by the Attorney GcncrAt for 
doing it, is a ftrangq jumble of contradiftions. I hayc now 
juftificd myfelf, or the work ratlicr, again fl the firfl, by dat- 
ing the cafe in this letter, and the juliification of the other 
will be undertaken in its proper place. But in any cafe t!hc 
work will go on. 

I (hall now conclude this letter with faying, that the only 
cbje^ion I found againil the plan, and principles contained 
in the Second Part of Ri^rhls of Man, when I had written the 
book, was, that they would beneGcially intereft at lead 
ninety-nine perfons out of every hundred throughout the 
nation, and therefore would not leave fuihcicnt room for 
men.to aft from the direft anddifmtcrc-fled principle of ho* 
hour ; but the profecution now commenced has fortunately 
removed that ODJeftion, and the approvers and proteftors of 
that work now feel the immediate iinpuife of honouri added 
to that of National Intereft. 

I am, Mr. Dundas, 
Not your obedient humble Servant, 
But the contrarv, 

THOMAS PAINE. 



LETTER II. 
To LORD ONSLOW. 



fucd. 

and 

dthc 

ivaic 

d lUk" 

fame 
tiiuCi 



SIR, Londjjjj June r7th, i^gr. 

T HAVE fcen in tlic public News-papers the following Ad- 

vcrtifement, to wit— ... 

•• To the Nobility, Gentlemen, Clergy, Freeholders, and 
•* other inhabitants of the County of-Surry. 

•* At the requifition and defire of fcveral of the Frcchold- 
" ers of the County, I am, in the abfencc of the Sheriff, to 
•* defire the favour of your attendance, at a Meeting to be 
** held at Epfom, on Monday, the 1 8lh inllant, at 1 2 o'clock 
•* at noon, toconfidcr of an humble Addrefs to his Majks- 
•* TY, to exprefs our grateful approbation of his Majesty's 
** paternal and well-timed attention to the public welfare, 
** m his late moft gracious Proclamation again ft the £ne- 
•♦, aiics of Qur happy Conftitution. 

(Signed) ** ONSLOW CRANLEY.'' 

* ' Taking 
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Taking it for granted».that the aforcfaid Advcrtifcmentt 
equally as obfcure as the Proclamaton to which it refers^ 
has, neverthelefs, fome meaning, and is intended to aCEcfib 
fome purpofe ; and as a profecution (whether wifely or un- 
wifely, juftly or unjuftly) is already commenced againft a 
work,, in titled Rights of Man^ of which I have the honour 
and the happincls to be the author, I feel it neceflaiy to ad- 
drefs this letter to -you, and to requcft that it may be read 
publicly to the G'^ntlemcn who ftiall meet at Epfora in con- 
Icqucnce of that Advertil'cmcnt. 

The work now under profecution is, I conceive, the fame 
work which is intended to be fupprelVcd by the aforei'aid 
Proelamation. Admitting this to be the cafe, the Gentlemen 
of the county of Surry are called upon by fomcbody to con- 
demn a work, and they are at the lame time forbidden by 
the Proclamation to know what that work is ; and they are 
further called upon to give their aid and afltdance to pre- 
vent other people from knowing it alfo. It is therefore ne- 
ceffary tiiat the author, for his own jufliiication, as well as 
to prevent the Gcnilomcn who (hall meet from being im- 
poled upon by milrcprercntation, fliould give fome out-lines 
of the principles and plans which that work contains. 

The work, Sir, in que (lion, contains, firll, an inveftiga- 
tion of general principles of Government. 

It alfo diftinguifhes Government into two elaflcs or fyf- 
tems; the one the hereditary fyllcm — the other the rcprc- 
fcntativc lyftem ; and it compares thole two lyllems wilh 
each other* 

It Ihews, that what is called Hereditary Government can- 
not exift as a matter of right, becaulc llercditaiy Govern- 
ment always means a Government yet to come; and the cafe 
always is, that thofe who are to live afterwards have always 
the fame right to cftablifh a Government for themfclves as 
the People had who lived before them. 

It alio fhews the defc£l to which Hereditary Government 
is unavoidably fuhjcft ; that it muft, from the nature of it, 
throw Government into the hands of men totally unworthy 
of it from want of principle, or unfitted for it from want of 
capacity. James the lid. and many others are recorded in 
the I'.iijt^lilh hiflory as proofs of the former of thole cafes, 
and inRariccs are to be found almoft all over Europe, to 
prove the truth of the latter. 

It then fliewR, that the Rcprefentative Syftem is the only 
true lydem ot Government; that it is alfo the only lyfiem 
under which the liberties of any People can be permanently 
fccui-e ; and further, that it is the only one that can conti- 
nue the fame equal probability at all times of admitting non^ 
but men properly qualified, both by principles and abili- 
ties, iuio the Government, and of excluding fuch as arc 
othenyife. 

The work fbews alfo, by plans and calculations not hi- 
therto 
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thcTto dctiicii nor controverted, not even by the profecution 
tbat is commenced, that the taxes now cxi fling may be rc?- 
duced at leall lix millions, that taxes may be entirely taken 
ofFfrom the Poor, who arc computed at one third of the na- 
tion, and that the taxes on the other two-thirds may be very 
coniiderably reduced — that the aged Poor maybe comforta^ 
bly provided for, and the children of poor families properly 
«'dncated-— that fifteen thoufand foldicrs. and tlic fame num« 
bcr of failors, may be difbanded, and ulImN'ed tlirec {hillings 
per v/eek during life out of the furplus taxes ; and aU'o, that 
a proportionate allowance may be made to the ofHcers, and 
the pay of the remaining foldicrs and failois be encreafed^ 
and that it is better to apply the furplus taxes to thofe pur* 
])oics, than to confume them on lazy and profligate placemen 
and pcnfioners ; and that the revenue, faid to be twenty 
tlioui'and pounds per annum, raifed b)' a tax upon coals, and 
^ivcn to the Duke of Ric hmo nd, is a grofs impofition upon 
ail the people of London, and ought to be indantly abo« 
lilhed. 

This, Sir, is a concifc abftraft of the principles and plans 
contained in the work that is now profecutea, and for the 
iiippreflion of which the Proclamation appears to be intend- 
ed ; But as it is impofliblc that I can, in the compafs of a 
letter, bring into view all the matters contained in the 
work, and as it is proper that the Gentlemen who may com- 
pol'c that Meeting, (hould know what the merits or demerits 
of It are, before they come to any refolutions, cither dirc£lly 
or indirctlly relating thereto, I rcqueft the honour of pre- 
Icnting them with one hundred copies of tlic Second Part 
of RiGiir.^ or Man, and alfo one thoufaiid copies of my 
letter to Mr. Dl*ndas, which I have direfted to be fent to- 
Epfom for that purpofe ; and I beg the favour of the Ckair- 
man to take the trouble of prcfenting them to the Gentlemen 
who Ihall meet on that occafion, with my finccre wilhes for 
their liappinefs, and for that of the Nation in general. 

Having now clofed thus much of the fubjeft of my letter^ 
I next come to fpeak of what has relation to me perfonally. 
I am well aware of the delicacy that attends it, but the pur- 
pofe of calling the meeting appears to. me fo inconGllent 
with that juitice that is always due between man and man^ 
that it is proper I (hould (as well on account of the Gentle- 
men who may meet, as on my own account) explain myfelf 
fully and candidly thereon. 

I have already informed the Gentlemen, that a profecu- 
tion is commenced again ft a work of which I have the ho^ 
nour and happincfs to be the author, and I have good rea- 
XH fonsfor bclievmg, that the Proclamation which the Gentle- 

1^ men are called to confider, and to prefcnt an Addrcfs upon^ 

i- I is purpofely calculated to give an imprcifion tothc Jury be- 
arc I fore whom that matter is to come. In (hort, that it is dic- 
tating a vcrdift by Proclamation i and I conl&dcr the inftiga- 
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tort of the meeting to be hclA'at Epfom, as aiding and abet- 
tm^ the fame improper, and, in my opinion, illegal purpofc. 
and that m a manner very artfully contrived, at 1 ihall 
now fhew« . 

Had a Meeting been called of the Freeholder* of the 
County of Middlcfex, the Gentlemen who compofcd that 
Mcctmg would have rendered thcmfclvcs objc^onablc as 
perrons to ferve on a Jury before whom the judic ial cafe was 
afterwards to come. But by calling a Meeting out of the 
County of Middlefex, that matter is artfully avoided, and 
the Gentlemen of Surry aic fununoned^ as if it were intend- 
cd thereby to give a tone to the fort of vcrdift which the 
inltigatorsof the Meeting no doubt wi(h fhould be brought 
in, and to give countenance to the Jury in fo doing. 
1 am, Sir, 
With much refpeft to the Gentlemen whofliall meet, 
Their and your 
Obedient humble Servant, 

THOMAS PAINE. 
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ONSLOW CRANLEY, 

■ COMMONLY CAlCEa 

LORD ONSLOW. 



S I R,r London fjfunc %i% ij^t,- 

WTHEN I wrote you the Letter which Mr. HomcTookt: 

did mc the favour to prefent to you, as Chainhan of it as \ 
the Meeting held at Eplbm, Monday, June i8th, it was not takii ^J 
with much expcftation that you will do mc the juftice of was 
permitting, or recommending it to be publicly read. 1 am ^ 

.well aware that the fignaturc of Thomas Paine has fomething in lo 
in it dreadful to fmecurc Placemen and Pcnfioncrs ; and in v 
when you, on feeing the Letter opened, informed the Meet- ^ycn ^ 
ang that it was figncd Thomas Paine, and added, in a tone |ioi»i J 
of exclamation, " the common enemy of us all ;" you fpokc 
one of the greateft truths you ever uttered, if you confine 
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I am 



ihc cxprcflion to men of tlic fame dcfcription with your- 
iclf ; men living in indolence and luxury, on the fpoil and 
laboui-s of the Public. 

The Letter has fi nee appeared in the Argus, and probaWy 
in other papers. It will juilify itlelf ; but if any thing on 
that account had been wanting, your own conduft at the 
Meeting would have fupplied the omifTion. You there fuf- 
ficicntly proved, that I was not millakcn in fuppofmg that* 
the meeting was called to give an indirc£b aid to the profc- 
cution commenced againft a work , the reputation of which 
will long outlive the memory of thcPcnfioner I am writing to. 
When mcethigs, Sir, are called by the partizans of the 
Court to preclude the nation the right of invcftigating Syf- 
tcms and Principles of Government, and cxpofkng errors and 
dcfcftsi, under ».he pretence of ptofecuting an individual— it 
furnifhcs an additional motive for maintaining facred that 
violated right. 

The principles and arguments contained in the work in 
nucftion, RK;HTS OF MAN, have ftood, and they now 
Itand, and 1 believe ever will (land, unrcfutcd. They arc 
dated in a fair and open manner to the world, and they Ivavc . 
already received the public approbation of a greater number 
of men, of the bed chara£lers, uf every denomination of re- 
ligion, and of every rank in life, (Placemen and Penfioncrs 
excepted) than all the Juries that (hall meet in England, for 
ten years to come will amount to ; and I have moreover 
j^ood rcafons for believing, that the approvers of that work, 
as well private as public, arc alreadv more numerous than . 
all the prcfenl Electors throughout tdc nation. 

Not lefs than forty pamphlets, intended as an fwers thereto 
have a])peared5 and as fuddenly difippearcd ; Icarcely We 
titles of any of them remembered, not v/ith (landing their en- 
deavours have been aided by all the daily abufe which the 
Court and Minidcrial News-papers, for almoil a year and a 
half, could bellow, both upon the M'ork and the author : 
and now that every attempt to refute, and every abufe has 
failed, the invention of calling the work a Libel has been 
hit upon, and the difcomlited party has puhlllanimoufly re- 
treated to Prolecution, and a Jury, and obfcurc AddieHes. 

As I well know that a long I«etter from me will in)t be 
agreeable to you, 1 will relieve your uncafuieis by making 
it as fliortas 1 conveniently can ; and will conclude it with 
taking up the fubjc^l at that part where Mr. Home Tookc 
was interrupted from going on when at the Meeting. 

That gentleman was ilating, that the fituation you flood 
in rendered it improper for you to appear aEiivdy in a fccnc 
in xvhlch your private intereft was too vihble: That you 
were a Bed-chamber Lord at a thoufand a year, and a Pen« 
fioner at 3000 1. a year more— ^nd hete he was ftopt by the 
little, but noi'.y circle you had collc£led ix>und you. Permit 
me thcDi Siri to add an explaaation to his words, for the 
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benefit of your neighbours, and with which, with a few ob* 
fcrv.ations, I (hall clofe my letter. 

When it was reported in the Englilh News-papers, fpmc 
fhort time fmcc, that the Emprefs of Ruflia had given to one 
of her mi»ions a large traft of country, and fcveral thou- 
fands of pealants as property, it very juttly provoked in* 
dtgnation and abhorrence in thofe wh6 heard it* But if wc 
compare the mode pra6llfed in England, with that whii4i 
^ appears to us fo abhorrent in Ruflia, it will be fo\md to 
amount to very nearly the fame thing :— for example : 

As the whole of the revenue in England is drawn by 
taxes from the pockets of tlic people, thofe things called 
gifts and grants (of which kind arc all Pennons and Sine- 
cure Places) iirc paid out of that ilock. The dilFcrcncc, 
therefore, between the two modes is, that in England the 
money is collcded by the Government, and then given to 
tl\e Pen(ioncr, and in Ruflia he is left to colle^l it fur him- 
fclf. The i'malkll fum wliich the p€)oreil family in a 
county To near to London as Suny, can be fuppofcd to pay 
annually of taxes, is not lefs than five pounds ; and as your 
linecurc of one thoufand, and penlion of three thoufand 
per annum, arc made up of taxes paid by eight hundred of 
fuch poor families, it comes to the fame thing as if the 
eight hqndied families hrgd been given to you, as in Ruflia, 
and you had col L*6tcd money on your own account. Were 
you to fay that you arc not quartered particularly on the 
people of Surry, but on the nation at large, objeflion woultl 
amount to nothing : for as tliere are more peniioners than 
counties, every one may be confidered a# quartered on that 
in whicli he lives, 

\Vhat honour or happmefs can you derive from being the 
Principal Pauper of the neighbourhood, and occafioning a 
gre;itcr expeiice than the poor, the aged, and the infirm, for 
. ten miles round you, 1 leave you to enjoy. At the fame time 
I can fee that it is no wonder you (hould be ftrenuous in 
fupprefhng a Book which ftrikes at tlic root of thofe abufes. 
No wonder that you flionld be againfl Rcforms-^againil the 
Freedom of the Preis, and the Right of Invclligation. To 
you and to others of your defcription, thel'c arc dreadful 
things ; but you fhould alio confuler, that the motives 
which prompt you to flfl, ought, by rcfletlion, to compel 
you to bcJiUnt. 

Having now returned your compliment, and fuflicicntly 
tired your patience, 1 take my leave of you, with mention- 
ing, that if you had not prevented my former letter from 
being read at the Meeting, you would not have had the 
trouble of reading this; and alfo with requefling, that the 
nc:i^t time you call mc ^^ a common enemy ,'* you would add, 
V ojus Sinecure I^lacemen and Penftontrs.'* 
I am, Sir^ &c. &c. 

THOMAS PAINE. 

LE'lTER 
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LETTER IV, 



Jwc I ro MR. SECRETARY DUNDAS, * 



SIR, Calais^ Sept, 15, 1792« 



itu 

1I.V 
Ulcd 
liiif- 

"^^* I I CONCEIVE it nccclTar)' to make you acquainted with 
^"'^ I tlic following circumflanccs, I'hc Department of Calais^ 
^^" ■ having clcftcd mc a Member of the National Conventioa 
«f Fiance, 1 fcroH* from London the 13th in ft. in company 
im a I ^yjj]^ ^1^^^ Froil, of Spring Gardens, and Mr, Audibcrt, ona 
'P**)' I of the Municipal Olncers of Calais, who brought mc the, 
T^\ I "* <^»*^*fi<^'**^c of my being cleftcd. We had not arrived more, 
I believe, thaj;i five minutes at Uie York Hotel, at Dover, 
than the train of circumilanccs began, that I am going to re- 
late* We had taken our baggage out of the carriage and 
]>ut it into a room, into which wc went. Mr, Froft having 



orcafion to go out, was ftopt in the paifagc by a gentleman, 

the 



who told him, he mufl return into the room, which he did, 
and the gentleman came in with him and ihut the door;, 
I had remained in the room. Mr. Audibcrt had gone 
to inquire when the packet was to fail. The gentle- 
man tiien faid, that he was CoUeftor of the Cuftoms, and 
had an information againfl us, and muftxxaminc our baggage 
for prohibited articles, lie produced his commiflTion as Col- 
k^lor. Mr. Froft demanded to fee the information, wliicli 
(lie CoUeftor refufed to fliew, and continued to refufc oa 
I very demand that we made. The Colleftor then called in 
Icvcral other ofhceis, and began, la ft, to i'earch our pockets. 
He took from Mr. Audibcrt, who was then jetumed into 
the room, every thing he found ia his sockets, and laid them 
(m the tai)le. He then fearthed Mr. hroft in the fame mail* 
ncr (who, amonj; other tilings, had the key of the trimksin 
his pocket) and then did the fame by mc. Mr. Froft want- 
ing to go out, mrniioned it, and was going towards the 
floor, on which the CoUottor placed himielf againft th<? 
«liK)r, and faid nobtxiy ftiould depart the room. After the 
keys had been taken from Mr, Froft (for 1 had given him 
ihe keys of my trunks beforehand, for the purpofe of his 
attetiduig th6 baggage to the Cuftoms, if it ftiouldbe neccf- 
lary) the Collcdor alkcd us to open the trunks, prcfenting • 
us ihc keys for tha^t purpofe ; this wc declined to do, unleU 
he would produce his information, which he again refufed. 
ihe CoUcdor then opened the trunks himielf, and took out 
T^R I C every 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



en 



s8 LETTERS ON GOVERNMENT. 

every paper and letter, fealcd or nnfcaled* On our remon* 
ilrance with him on the bad policy, as well as the illegality 
of Cuftom-houfe Oflicers fciactng papers and letters, which 
were things that did not come under their cognizance, he 
replied, that the Proclamation gave him that authority* dq 

Among the Letters which he took out of my trunk were {}, 

two fcaled* Letters given into my charge by the American \^- 

Miniller at London, one of which was directed to the Ame- 
rican Miniflcr at Paris ; the other to a private gcnleman ; <i (; 
letter from the Prcfulcnt of tl\c United States, and a letter 
from the Secretary of State in America, btuh directed to me, 
and which 1 had received from the Ai^ei ican Miniiler now 
in London, and were private letters of fricndfliip ; a Irtt^i 
from the lilcftoral Body of the Department of Calais ; con- 
taining the notification of my being eleftcd to the NaiioiiMl 
Convention ; and a letter from the IVelident of the National 
AlTcmbly, informing me of my bcuig alio defied for the De- 
partment of Oife. 

As we found that all rcmonftrances with the Cullr(li)r, 
on the bud policy and illegality of fci/in^ papers andletler;*, 
and detaining our pcrfcms by force, uncler the pretetice of 
fearching f^r prohibited articles, were vain (for he piftlficd 
himfclf on the Proclamation ,, and on the informal iojii which 
he rcfufcd to (hew) we contented ourfclveb with ail'uriiij; 
him, that what he was then doinj^ hcwouldafterwardbluivc 
to anlwcr for, and left it to himfclf to do as }ic. pltMlWL 

It :ippcarcd to us that the Collector was acting under (he 
direction of fomc other perfoii or perfons then in the hoiel^ 
but whom he did not chuic we ihoiild ice, or who did nor 
chufc to be fcen by us; for the Collector went fcvcral times 
out of the room for a few minutes, and was alio called out 
fcvcral times. 

When the C'ollcftor had taken what papers and Irttcrshe 
pleafed out of tljc triinks, he pioccedcd to read them. 1 l\e 
tirftlettcr he took up for this purpofe was that from the Pi«- 
lident of the United States to nie. While he was doiiii; this. 
1 faid. tliat it was very extraonlinary* that General \\ ufli- 
iriglon c;4iid not write a letter of private friendihip to nic 
without its being luhjcH to he read by a Cu ilom-htuifr Dili- 
ccr. Upon this, Mr. Froft laid his har.d over the f-uc ff 
the letter, and told the Colletior he ihould not read it, aud 
look it from him, Mr. Froil, then calling his eye on t!ic 
conc.ading paiagiaph of the letter, laid, I will read this part 
to you, waic'i he did; of which the following is an cxa6t 
tranfcnpt ; — '• and as no one can feel a greater inteiTft in 
*' the happinefs of mankind than 1 do, it is the firft wifli of 
** my heart, that the enlightened policy of the prefent age 
" may diffufo to all men thofe blcllings to which they aic 
" entitled, ai;d lay the foundation of happinefs to future >;t- 
*' neraiic'iib, ' , 

Al ull uc oiher letters and papcis lay then on the tahl ', 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



LETTERS ON GOVERNMENT. 



«d 



the Collcflor took them up, and was going ouC of the room 
with thcin. During the tranfa^tions already (latcd, I con* 
frntcd myfclf with obfcrving wliat paiTcd ; but fpokc but lit- 
tle ; but on feeing the Collc£tor going out of the room with 
the letters, 1 told him that the papers and letters then in his 
hand, were cither belonging to me, or cntruded to my 
charge, and that as I could not permit tliem to be out of my 
fight, I fnuft infift on going with him. . 

I'hc Collector then made a lift of the letters sftid papers, 
and went out of the room, giving the letters and papers into 
tlie charge of one of the onicct*s. He returned in a (hort 
time, and after fomc trifling converfation^ chiefly about the 
Proclamation, told us that he faw th€ information was ill* 
Jcundedy and aikcd if we chofe to put the letters and papers 
in the trunk ourfelves : which, as we had not taken them 
out, we declined doing, as he did it himfclf^ and returned 
us the keys. 

In dating to you thefe matters, I make no complaint again ft 
the t erfonal condjft of the (>>lle£lor, or any of the Ofhccrs. 
Their manner was as civil as fuchan extraordinary piece of 
bulincfs could admit of* 

My chief motive in writing to you on this fubjeA is, that 
you may take meafut*es for preventing the like in future, not 
only as it concerns private individuals, but in order to pre* 
vent a renewal of thofe unpleafant confcquenccs that have 
heretofore arifen between nationsfromcircumftancesequal- 

Xas infignificant* I mention this only for myfelf ; but as 
e interruption extended to two other gentlemen, it is pro- 
bable that they, as individuals, will take fome more eifec* 
sual mode for redrefs* 

I am, Sir, your's, &c* 

THOMAS PAINJEU 



?• S* Among the papers feized was a copy of the Attor«< 
ney General's information againft me for publifhing tht 
Rights of^ Man J and a printed prooi copy of my letter loihc 
Addietters, whkh wiU foon be publiiho^ ^ 
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: TO TOK. 



\ MARQfJISOF LANDSDOWNE^ . 



A sftekCH wliichhas been printed in fcvcral of the BrU 
tifh 4nd New-York Newspapers, as coming from your 
I^ordfliip, in anfwer to one from the Duke of Richmond of 
the loth luly Uft» contains exprcilions and opinions fo new 
and Tingular, and fo enveloped in myftcrious rcafoning, that 
1 addrels this publication to you, for the purpofe of giving 
Ihcm a free and candid examiuatlon. The f[>eech 1 allude 
lo is in thclb words : 

** His Lordihip faid, it had been mentioned in another 
«• place, that he had been guilty of inconlidcnce. To clear 
*• himfclf of this, he affcrtcd, tliat he ftill held the fame 
<< principles in rcipc6l to American independence which 
<* he at fir (I imbibed. He had been, and yet was of opi« 
♦* nion, whenever the Parliament of Great Britain acknow* 
«' ledges that point, the fun of England's glory is fct for 
** ever. Such weic the fcntiments he poiri4lcd on a former 
^ day, and fuch the fcntiments he continued to hold at this 
s> hour* It was the opinion of Lord Chatham, as well a^ 
** many able llatcfmen. Other noble Lords, however, think 
'< differently ; and a& the majority of the Cabinet iuppoiC 
•• (hem, he acquicfccd in the mcafurc, difTcnting from the 
'^ idea ; and the point is fettled for bringing the matter into 
•* the full difcuflion of Parliament, where it will be candid- 
« ly, fairly, and impartially debated. The Independcnui 
*^'Oi America 'woula end in the ruin of England ; and that 
«* a peace patched up with France would give that proud 
«• enemy the means of yet trampling on this country. The 
4< fun of England's glory he wilhcd not lo fee fct for ever ; 
•* he looked for a fpark at Icaft to be left, which might in 
«* time light us up to a new day. hut if independence was 
«< to be granted, if Parliament aeemed that meulurc prudent,. 
<< he forefaw in his own mind that England was undone. 
<« He wilhcd to God that he had been deputed to Congrei's, 
«* that he might plead the caufe of that country as well iis 
«* of this, and that he might cxcrcifc whatever powers he 
** poireffed as an orator, to fave both from ruin, in a con- 
«* vidion to Congrefs, that, if their independence was iigncd, 

•* tJicir liberties were gone for cvcr# 

<• Peace, 
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<^ Peace, his Lord(h!p added, was a dcGrablc obje£t, but 
*< it muft be an honourable peace, and hot an humiliating 
«* one, diflatcd by France, or infifled on by America. Ic 
<^ was very true, this kingdom was not in a (lourifliing (latc^ 
•* it was impovcrilhcd by war. But if wc were not rich, 
«* it was evident that France was poor. If wc were ftrait* 
" cned in our finances, the enemy were cxhauftcd in their 
*' refourccs. This was a great empire ; it abounded with 
*' brave men, who were able and willing to fight in a com- 
*^ mon caufe ; the language of humiliation fhOuld not, there* 
*' fore, be the language of Great Britain. His Lordfliip 
*^ faid, that he was hot alhamcd nor afraid of thofc expref- 
*' fions going to America. Tlicrc were numbers, great num- 
** bers there, who were of the fame way of thinking, in rcf- 
" pcft to that country being dependent on this, and who^ 
** with his Lordfhip, perceived ruin and independence 
« linked together." 

Thus far the fpccch ; on which I remark — ^That his Lord- 
(hip is a total (Irangcr to the mind and fentiments of Ame- 
rica; that he has wrapped himfclf up in fond dclufion, that 
fomething Icfs than Independence may, under his adminif- 
tration, be accepted; ana he wifhcs himfelf fent to Con- 
grcl's, to prove the mod extraordinary of all doftrines, which 
is, that Indepekden'ce, the fublinicll of all human condi- 
tions, is lofs of liberty. 

In anfwer to which wc may fay, that in order to know 
what the contrar\' word Dependence means, wc have only 
to look back to thofc years of fcverc humiliation, when the 
mildcd of all petitions could obtain no other notice than the 
haughtied'of all infults ; and when the bafc terms of uncon- 
ditional fubmiihon were domandcd, or undiftinguifliable 
deftruftion threatened. It h nothing to us that the Miniflry 
have been changed, for they may be changed again. The 
guilt of Government is the crime of a whole countr}*: and 
the nation that can, though but for a moment, think and 
aft as England has done, can never afterwards be believed 
or truftcd. There arc cafes in which it is as impoiUble to 
rcftorc charaftcr to life, as it is to recover the dead. It is 
a phoenix that can expire but once, and from whofc alhes 
thei*c is no refurrcftion. Some offences aie of fuch a flight 
compofition, that they reach no farther than the temper, and 
arc created or cured by a thought. But the i\n of England 
has flruck the heart of America, and nature has not left it 
in our power to fay wc can forgive. 

Your Lordihip wifhei for an opportunity to plead before 
Congr«fs the ccujc of England and America^ and tofave^ as yon 
Jlty, butkjromruin* 

That the countrv, wliich, for more than feven years, ha* 
fought our deilruAion, ihould now cringe to folicit our pro- 
tc^hon, is adding the wrctchedncTs of difgrace to the mifcry 
of difappointmcut s and if England has the Icaft fpark of fup-* 

pofcd 
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pofcd honour left, that fpark mud be darkened by a(kmg^ 
and exttnguKhed by reccivingt the fmalleft favour from 
America : for the criminal who owes hi» life to the grace 
and mercy of the injured, is more executed by living than 
Jic who dies. 

' But a thoufand picadingfi even from your Lordfhipi can 
have no elTcft. Honour, intereft, and evciy fcnfation of the 
heart, would plead againfl you. We are a people who think 
not as you think ; and what is equally true, you cannot feci 
MS we tccU Ihe fituations of the two countries are exceed* 
ingly dlflcrcnt. We have been the feat of war ; you have 
iccn nothing of it. The mod wanton dedrudion has been 
committed in our fight ; the mod iufolcnt barbarity has been 
atlcd on our fcflinj;s. We can look round and fee the re- 
mains of burnt and dcdroycd houfesi once the fair fruit of 
hard indudry, and now the driking monuments of Britifli 
brutality. We walk over the dead whom we loved, in 
every part of America, and remember by whom they felU 
There is fcarccly a village but brings to life fome melancho- 
ly thought, and reminds us of what we have fuil'crcd, and 
of thofc wc have h)d by the inhximanily of hiitain. A 
I houfand images urifc tou<, which, from ntuation, you can- 
not Ice, and are accompanied by as many ideas which you 
cannot know ; and thcu'fojc your fuj>jK»fed fydcm of rcalon- 
ihg would apply to nothing, and all your expeUations die 
<»f thcmfclvcs, 

'I'he nucdion, whether Kngland (hall accede to the Indc» 
pendince of America, and which yftur Lorddup fays is to 
undergo a pailiamentary difculUon« is fo verv iimplc, and 
compoUd of fu few cales, that it U arccly needs a ilcbate. 

It Is the only way out of an expenfivr atul ruinoXu wari 
' which has now noobjcil, and withoi«t which acknowledge- 
ment thorn can be iu> peace* 

Hut your l.ordihiplays, •• Thefnn of Cfttnt Britain uill/et 
•• mhcncvtr Jlic aiknotvfdj*/s the JnUfpcmknce of simtrica.** 
Whereas the motaphor would have been driHlyjud, to have 
left the fun wholly out of the iigurc, and have afcribcd her 
not acknowledging it to the intluencc of the moon* 

Hvit the expreilion, if true, is tl ii greated confcfTion of 
difj'.raec that could be made, and fiunilhes America with 
the. iiighcd notions of fovneigu imlepeudeni importance* 
Mr. Wedderhuiue, about the year 1770, made ule of au 
idea of tmich the fame kind.— •• Hcinhiuijh /Iwnimf** fays 
)ic—- '< f('7t(it it it but to Jtjire a f^iant to jkrinh Jjtvuinnegujfj 
into a dwurl*** 

Alas! are thofe people who call tliemfelven Kngliflimen, 
of fo liule internal cond%pienco, tluu when Ameiiea is f»one, 
or ihuts her eyes upon them, hei fun iu let, they rati ihino 
no more, hut giope about in obUutit)^, uiul eouihWi iutotti« 
fignlReant animals i* Was AmovUa, tl\cn, the j;iant of the 
cmpiiCi aud tutjtaud ouly her dwaif iu wailing/ Ik the 
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cafe fo ftrangcly altered, that thofe who once thought we 
could not live without them, now declare they cannot cxi ft 
without us? Will they tell to the world, and that from her 
firft Minifter of Sute, that America is their all in all ; that 
it is by their importance only they can live, and breathe, 
and have a being? Will they, who threatened to bring us 
to their feet, now caft thcmfelvcs at our*$, and own, that 
without us they arc not a nation ? Arc they become fo un- 
qualified to debate on Independence, that they have loft all 
idea of it in thcmfelvcs, and are calling to the rocks and 
mountains of America to cov^ir their infignificancc? Or, 
if America is loft, is it manly to fob over it like a child for. 
its rattle, and invite the laughter of the world by declara- 
tions of difgvace? Surely, the more coniiftcnt conduft. 
would be, to bear it without complaint ; and to fhcw that 
England, without America, can prcfcrve her Independence, 
and a fuitable rank with other Europeah Powers, You were, 
not content while you had her, and to weep for her now is 
cliildilh. 

But Lord Shelbumc thinks that fomethin^ may yet be 
done. What that fomcthing is, or how it is to be accom- 
pliftied, is a rhatter in obfcurity. liy arms there is no hope.' 
The cxneriencc of nearly eight years, with the expcnce of. 
an hundred million pounds llerling, and the lofs of two ar- 
mies, muft pofitively decide that point. Belides, the Britifli 
have loft their intercft in America with the difaffc6led. 
Every pait of it has been tried. There is no new fcene left 
for delufion ; and the thoufaiids who have been ruined by, 
adhering to them, and have now to quit the fettlement they 
had acquired, and be conveyed like tranfports to cultivate 
the dclerts of Auguftinc and Nova Scotia, has put an end 
to all farther expedations of aid. 

If you caft your eyes on the people of England, what 
hav. they to coniole thcmfelvcs with for the millions ex- 
pended? or, what encouragement is there left to continue 
throwing good money after bad ? America can carry on the 
war for ten years longer, and all the changes of government . 
included, for lefs than you can defray the charges of war 
and government for one year. And I, who Know both 
countries, know well, that the people of America can afford 
to pay their ftiarc of the expcnce much better tlian the peo- 
ple of England can. ^ Bcfidcs, it is their own cftates and 
property, their own rights, liberties and government, they 
' arc defending ; and were they not to do it, they would de- 
ferve to lofc all, aftd none would pity them. The fault. 
would be their own, and their punilhment juft. 

The Britilh army in America care not how long the war, 
lafts. They enjoy an eaiy and indolent life. They fatten 
on the folly 6f one country, and the fpoib of another ; and, ! 
between their plunder and. their pay, may go home rich^ . 
iiut the cafe. is very diflbrciu with ihc labouring farmer, 
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Iha working trttdcrmiir, ind th« nfctfflltoui poor of F.iic- 
liiMd, the twvAi of whoftj brow govt tiny •her day to fccd> 
in iifiMligulity aud iloCh» th« Mrmy ilmt ii rMlihtnK fioth lti«m 
ii:f)a uB. Uc»novcicl from tho eye of the country th«it fup- 
poito them, und difluiit from th«« govcmmeni that employ i 
I'lcm, ti»i?y cut and carve fur thcmfclvei, und there ii none 
tj caII them tu uccoimt. 

But iMiglund will be ruined, fayi I^rd Shclbumci if 
America ii indcjieudcKt. 

Th^^n, 1 fiiy, u Kn|(l«4nd ulready ruined, for Ameriea ii 
already inch pemUint ; and if Lord Slielhurnc will not allow 
ihiH, he innncdiately dcniirft the faM which he infcr»« Ue« 
lidcK, to make Fn^tand tlie mere creature of Amcvifa, i% 
>aylng too (jrcat a compliment to un, and too little to him* 

cir* 

Uut the declaration is a rhapfody of ineonfiftence. For 
to fay, an l.uid Shclbume han numlierh'.rft liniii^ faid, that tho 
war UKainll Ameriia ii ruim)U», and yet to ecmtintie the pro* 
fecution of that luinoun war for the purnnlc of avoiding 
ruhi, in a lantjMu^c whicli cannot honndeiltuotlt Neither i* 
it podihle to fee how thti indrpendetice of America i« to ae- 
Gumplid) the ruin of Kn^land after the war If over, and yet 
not eired it hr»fore« Angelica vannot he morr indcpendeiU 
of her, nor a ^u:alcr enemy to her, hereafter than flie i* 
now \ nor Kn^jlaud derive lefit advantage fiom her titan at 
prd'cnt* Why then is ruin to foHow in the hell flate of the 
cafe, and not in the wuril i* And if not in the worll, wliy 
u it to follow at all ? 

That a nation in to he nnned by peace and commerce, and 
fourteen or fifteen mttlionH a yearlciii cxpcticesthanhi'forei 
is a new doUrinc in politicH. We have heard much cla* 
nvuur of national lavingn and of cKConomyv hut fu rely tho 
' true oiconomy woidd he, to favc the whole chjirge of a fillyi 
fnolint, and headliron^ war, heeavife, compared with thii| 
all otlier, letrenehmcnti are hawhlef^and triilcn. 

Hut ii it polUhle that Lord Shelbuuie can hc^ ferioui in 
fuppofitrg tlio lead advantage can be obtained by arms, or 
that any advanta^;c can he euual to the expence, or the dan* 
i;er of attempUny it? Will not the capiuie of one army 
after another Catiiify him, but all mult Income prii'oneur 
Mud Kn(<land ever be the f|>ort of hope, and the dupe of , 
lUluiiou I* Sometimra our ctnrrney wan to fail \ another 
time our army wah to dilhand: then whole provinces were 
to revolt. Such a General laid this and that ; another wroto 
fo and fo. Lord Chatham was of this opinioi\( and Lord 
Somehovly elfe iif aiU)ther« 'i o-Uay uotooo Kulliann and uo 
{\\\\H otuw line were to com** \ to-nu»rvow the eimpiefk was 
uhufed without mercy or dccinc)',— Ihen thi*. Kinpcior of 
(#1 rmany wa:i lobe bribal with a urillvnn of money, and tho 
King of rrulUa was lo do wonderful thini^s* At one time 
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i» was, Lo here ! and tlicn it was, lo there ! Sometimes 
(Iiis power, and fometimcs that power, was to engage in the 
war, jiill as if the whole world wis as mad and foolilh as 
hritam. And thus, from year to year, has every ftraw been 
catched at, and every Will-with-a-wifp led them a new 
dance. , ' 

This year a ftlU newer folly is to take place. Lord Shcl- 
bumc wiflics to be font to Congrefs, and he thinks that 
lomething may be done. , 

Are not the repeated declarations of Congrefs, and which 
all America I'upports, that they will not even hear any pro:- 
pofals whatever, until the unconditional. and unequivocal 
Independence of America is recognifed ; arc not, I fay^ . 
thcfe declarations anfwer enough ? 

But for England to* receive any thing from America now, 
after fo many infults, injuries, and outrages, a&ed towards 
us, would flicw ftich a fpirit pf meannefs in her^ that we 
could not but dcfpife her for accepting it. • And fo far from 
Lord Shclburnc coming here to folicit it, it would be the 
greatefl difgracc we could do them to offer it. England 
would apppar a wietcli indeed, at this time of'.ds^y, ,to alk 
or owe any thing tip tlic bounty pf America. Has not the 
name of EngliHiman blots enough upon it, without invents 
Jng more. Eveii Lucifer would fcom to reign in Heaved 
by pcrmiltion, and yet an Englifliman can creep for only an 
entrance into America. Or has a land 6f Liberty fo many 
charms, that to be a door-keeper in it is better than to be an 
Engjifh Miniftcr of State ? » 

Uut what can this expc£lcd fomclhing be ? or If obtainedt 
what can it amount to, but new dtfgraces, contentions, and 
quarrels ? TIic people of America have for years accuftom- 
cd thcmfelves to thmk and fpeak fo freely and contcmptu- 
oufly of Englifli authority, and the inveteracy is fo deeply' 
rooted, that a pcrfon inveftcd with any authority from tha^ 
country, and attempting to cxcrcifc It here, would have the 
life of a toad under a harrow. They would look upon hin^ 
as an interloper, to whom their compafTion permitted a re*^ 
ftdcnce. He would be no more tlian the Mungo. of the 
farce *, and if he didiked that, lie mud fet off. It wbuldbc 
a flation of degradation, dcbafed by pur pity, and defpifcdt 
by our pride, and would place England in a more contempt- 
ible fituation than ihc has yet fuffcred by the war. Wc 
have too high an opinion of ourfelves, ever, to think o^ 
yielding again the lead obedience to outlandifti authority; 
and for a thoufand rcafons, England would be the lad coun^ 
tr>' in the world to yield it to. She has been treacherous,, 
and we know it, ' Her charaAer is gone, and we have fcen 
the funeral, . , . , | 

Surely (he loves to fifh in troubled waters, and drink thei 
cup of cx)nt(^ntion, or (he would not now thirik of mingling 
her ftOkii-s with tUofc of America, It would be like a fool- 
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I(ti doUnltakitiR to1u9 arni^ the bride that Uvrpirci him, r^r 
who h«M plticed uii hU h«tii(i the cnligiu of her dirfr,aft. It i.^ 
hifhn^ tim fcaiiil that boxgt hi* rurft, mucI |irop(ilhiK to rciiu w 
the exchinge. Tl)c thought i% at fcrvilct d% the war w^s 
wicked, and fhcwa the Ikft Tccnc of the drama as ti\i;onlil. 
tent as the (iriL 

As America is gone, the only ad of manhood left is to It 
hn go. Your lordihip had no hand in the foparation* niirl 
you will gain no honour by tcinpurifing politico. ik*rtdc!^, 
there is fomething fo exceedingly whimlical, unftcady, and 
even infmcerc, in the prcftnt conduft of England, that ihc 
cxhibiu herfelf in the mod dtflionourable colours* 
• On the fecond of Auguft lall General Carleton and Ad- 
miral Digby wrote to General Wafliinglon in thcfe words : 

" The refulution of the Houfc of Commons of the 27th 
•< of February lail have been placed in your Excellency's 
^ *< hand, and intimations given at the fame time, that farther 
^* pacific meafures were likely to follow. Since which, until 
^^ the prefent time, we have had no dircfl communications 
** from England ; but a mail is now arrived, which brings 
*♦ ui very important information. We are acquainted, Sir, 
** by Authority y that negociations for a general peace have al- 
<* ready commenced at Paris, and that Mr. Grenvillc is in* 
** veiled with full powers to treat with all the parties at war, 
** and is now at Paris in the execution of his commiHion. 
** And we are farther, Sir, made acquainted, that his Afo- 
^^jcftyt in order to remove all ohJlacUs to that peace which hefo 
** ardently wijhes to rcjlore^ has commanded his Minifiers to di* 
•* re6l Mr. Grenville^ that the ludepindence of (hi Thirteen 
^'' United Provinces Jhould bepropofed by him in thejirji injiance^ 
•' injlead ofmakinj^ iC a condition of a general treaty.** 
- Now, taking your prefent meafures into view, and com« 
paring them with the declaration in this letter, pray what is 
the ivord of your King, or his Minifters, or the Parliament, 
good for ? Muft we not look upon you as a confederated 
body of faithlefs, treacherous men, whofe afTurances are 
fraud, and their language deceit ? What opinion can we 
poflibly fonn of you, but that you arc a lod, abandoned, 
profligate nation, who fport even with your own chara£lcr, 
and arc to be held by nothing but the bayonet or the halter ? 

To fay, after this, that the fun of Great Britain tuiil be fct 
tvhenever fhe acknowledges the Independence of America^ when 
the not doing it is the unqualified lie of Government, can 
be no other than the language of ridicule, the jargon of in** 
confiflcncy. There were thoufands in America who prc- 
di6^cd the dclufion, and looked upon it as a trick of trea- 
chery, to take us from our guard, and draw off our atten- 
tion from the only fyilcm oi finance, by which we can be 
called, or deferved to be called, a fovereign, independent 
people. The fraud, on your part, hiight be worth attempt- 
ing, but the iacrificc to obtain it is too high. 
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Tr.cre were others who credited tlic afTurance, hecaufc 
t!icy thought it impofTihlc tliat men who had their charac- 
tcri to cllablifli, would begin it with a lie. The prolccutiou 
or tiie war by the former Mini (If)' was lavage and horrid; 
ii \cc u'hlch it has been mean, trickiih, and delufivc- The 
one went greedily into the paifton of revcngeithc rthcr into 
the fubiletics of lov/ contrivance; till, between the crimes 
of l>oth, there is feared y Ufl a man in America, be he WJiig 
or Tory, who dues not dclpifj or dctcifc the condu6l of BrI- 
tain. 

The management of liord Shelbiimc^ whatever maybe' 
Iiis views, is a caution tt) us, and mud be to the world, nc- 
vcr to regard Britifli alVuranjccs. A perfidy fo notoriovus- 
cannot be hid. It (lands even in the public papers of New 
York, with the names of Carleton and Digby aiHxed to it. 
It is a proclamation that the King of England is not to be 
believed ; that the fpirit of lying is the governing principle* 
of the Minillry. It is holding up the charaiEicr of the I^IouTc 
of Commops to public infamy, and warning all men not to 
credit them. Such is the .confequcnce which Lord Shd 
biimc's manajciocnt has brought upon his country. 

Atter the authorUed declarations contained in Carleton 
and Digby's lett<;r, you ought, from every motive of ho 
nour, policy; and prudence, 'to have fulfilled them, what- 
ever might have been the cvcrtt. It was the lead atone* 
ment you couhl poflibly make to America, and the greated 
kindnefs you could dojto yourfclvcs; for you will fave mil- 
lions by a general j>eiace, and you will lofe as many by con* 
linoinj; the wair. 

Fhiladdphia, . COMMON SENSE. 

0{iokr t€)f 1782, 

P.S* ITic manufcript ropy of xhis lirttcr is fent your 
liorddiip, by the w;iy of our Head Ouarlcrs, to New York,; 
indcfing a late pamphlet of mine addrcllcd t^ the Abbe Ray* 
nal, which will.fcrve to give your Lordlbip Jbmc idea of th^. 
^H-inciplcs and Ic^itim^rvts of Aoicrica* ' C> S» 
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TO TUB 



AUTHORS OF THE REPUPLICAN, 



J^^ DUCIIASTELET has mentioned to mc the intention 
* of fome pcrfont to commence jl Work under the title 
of Tfu Republican. 

At 1 am a Citisen of a country which kiiows no other 
Majefty than that of the People — ^no other Government than 
that of the Rcprefentative body—no otl\er fovcreignty than 
that of the Laws, and which is attached to France hi)th by 
alliance and by gratitude, I voluntarily ofl'er you my fcrvires 
in fupport of principles as honourable to a nation as they 
arc adapted to promote the happinefs of mankind. I offer 
tliem to you' with the more zeal, as I know the moral, lite- 
rjg^V Si'jd political charadcr of tliofe who are Engaged in the 
underdaking, and Hnd myfclf honoured in their good opi* 
nion* 

But I mud at the fame time obfcrxx, that from my igno- 
rance of the French language, my work* muft nccelTarily 
undergo a trandation ; they can of courfc be but of little uti- 
lity, and my offering mufl confiil more of wiflics than fer- 
viccs. — 1 muii: add, that I am obliged to pafs a part of this 
fummcr in Knglandand Ireland, 

^As the Public has done me the unmerited favour of rc« . 
cogniaing mc under the appellation of " Common Senfe," 
which is my ufual iignaturc, 1 fliall continue it in this pub- 
lication to avoid miitakes, and to prevent my being fup* 
pofcd the author of works not my own. As to my political 
principles, 1 fhall endeavour, in this letter, to trace their 
general features in luch a manner as that they caimot bo 
mifundcrflood. 

It is dcftrable in mod inflanccs to avoid that, which may 
give even the leaft fufpicion with rcfpcd to the part meant 
to be adopted, and particularly on the prcfcnt occafion, 
where a perfeft clcamefs of cxprcffion is necelfaiy to the 
avoidance of any poffible milinterprctation. 1 am happy, 
therefore, to fiiid, that the wook in queftion is entitled 
♦' Tht Republican.** This word cxprcffes perfe6Uy the idc« 
which we ought to have of Government in general— iCcf 
Publica — the public affairs of a nation. 

As to the word Monanhy, though-the addrefs and intrigue 
of Courts have rendered it familiar, it dues net coutuin the 
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Icfs of reproach or infult to a nation, llic word, in its im- 
mediate and original fenfci lignifics tfu abfolutc power ^ a 
In^U individual^ who may prove a fool, an hypocrite, or a 
ivrant. The appellation admits of no other interpretation, 
than that which is here given. France is therefore not a 
Monarchy ; it is infulted when called by that name. The 
fervilc fpirit which chara£lcrifcs this fpccics of Government 
is baniihed from Franc£, and this country, like Amkrica, 
can now afford to Monarchy no more than a glance of dif- 
dain. . ^ 

Of the errors which monarchic ignorance or knavery has 
fpread tlirouch the world, the one which bears the marks 
of the mod dexterous invention is the opinion that the fyf- 
tcm of Republicdnifm is only adapted to a fmall country, and 
that a Monarchy is fuitcd, onthe contrary, to thofc of greater 
extent. Such is the language of Courts, and fuch the fcii- 
timtnts whichtliey have caufcd tohc adopted in monaichic 
count rir* ; hut the opinion is contraryi at the i'amc time, to 
principle and to experience. 

The (JovKRKMKNT, to bc of fcal ufe, (liould pofTcfs a 
complete knowledge of all the parties — all the circum- 
iiances, and all the intcrefts of a nation. The monaichic 
fyilcm, in confcqucnce, inClead of being fuitcd to a country 
of great extent, would be more admiflible in a fmall terri* 
tory, where an individual may be fuppofcd to know the af- 
fairs and the intcrclls of the whole. But when it is at- 
tempted to extend this iiHlividual knowledge to the aflairs 
of a great country, the capacity of knowing bears nq longer 
any proportion to the extent or multiplicity of the objcttft 
which ought to be known, and the Government inevitably 
falls from ignorance into tyranny. For the proof of this 
poftticm we need only look to Spain, Ruflia, Germany, Tur- 
key, and the whole of the Eaftcrn (Continent— Countries, 
for the deliverance of which 1 oHer my rincerc wifhos. 

On the control y, the trut Rf publican fydcm, by Elcftioa 
and Reprcfentation, offers the only means which are kndWn, 
and, in my opinion, the only means which arc pofliblc of 
proportioning the wifdom andthcinfonnation of aGdVcrn^ 
merit to the extent of a country'. 

The fyilem of krprtjtntalion is the ftrongcft and moft 
powcrfui cenjter that can b^ dcvifcd for a nation. ItsattracV 
tion d6t> i"o powerfully, that men give it their approbation 
even without leiifoning on the caufc;"ttrtd FKanck, how- 
ever dillant it<* ^ vi'!mI parts, fihds itfclf at this moment ak 
n^hje \n\ts ccnirtd\<t^t^{ti\t^\\on. The citizen is affurcd 
that his ri^^hts liTe piVitcfld, and the foldicr feels that he is 
no longer tlit; fljveof a l>i Ipot, but that he is beromc one 
of the Nation, ^aVid ilitfreilcd of courfc hi its defence. 

The Stares Jit prclcnt (lyled^'c/w^i/frf-f. a^ 'Ic^lltiid. 
noa, Venke, 6crrti% &c. arc not ouiy imwo)»l;y (.. 
uamCj but arc aciually in oppofuioh to every princ pl^ 
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RtpuhUcdn government, and the countries fubmittcd to their 
power are, truly fpcaking, fubjc£lcd to an Arijtocraiic Aavery ! 

It i3| perhapsjnmoflible in the HrA, Heps which are made 
in a Revolution^ t<r avoid all kind of error, in principle or 
in praAice, or in fome inftances to prevent the combinatioii 
of both* Before the fenfe of a nation is fufficicntly enlight- 
ened, and before men have entered into the haoits of a 
free communication with each other of their natural 
thoughts, a certain refcrvc— a timid prudence feixe» on the 
human mind, and prevents it from attaining its level, with 
that vigour and promptitude which belongs to rt^/i/.— -An 
example of this mflucnce difcovers itlclf in the commence* 
mcnt of the prefent Revolution : but happily this difcovety 
iias been m^c before the C onititution was completed, and 
in time to provide a remedy. 

The hereditary fuccrjfion can never exift as a matter of 
right ; it is a nullity — a nothing. To admit the idea is to re- 
gard men as a fpecics of property belonging to fome indivi- 
duals, either born or to be born ! It is to confidcr our dcf- 
ccndents, and all poftcrity, as mere animals without a right 
or a will ! It is, in Rue, the moft bale and humiliating idea 
that ever degraded the human fpecies, and which, for the 
honour of Humanity, fliould be dcRroyed for ever. 

The idea of hereditary fuccellion is fo contrary to the 
rights of man, that if we were ourfelvcs to be recalled to cx- 
ilicnce, indcad of being replaced by our poderity, we (hould 
itot have the ri^l»t of depriving ourfclves beforehand of 
thole rights which would then properly belong to us. On 
what ground, then, or by what authority, do we dare to lic- 
rive of their rights thofc children who will foon be men r* 
rV'hy are we not flruck with tlic injuiiicc which we perpe- 
trate on our defccndents, by en<leavouring to tranfmii them 
as a vile herd, to maders whole vices are all that can be 
/orefeen. 

Whenever the French Conftltution (hall be rendered con- 
formable to its Declaration of Rights ^ we (hall then be enabled 
to give to France, and with juilice, the appellation of a ci- 
vic Empire ; for its government will be the empire of laws 
founded on the great republican principles of EUElivt Re- 
Prejentation^ and the Rights of Man, — But Monarchy and 
Hereditary SuccefTion are incompatible with the bafts of its 
conditutlon. 

1 hope that I have at prefent fufficiently proved to you 
that I am a good Republican ; and 1 have luch a confidence 
in the truth of thefe principles, that I doubt not they will 
foon be as univerfal in France as in America. The pride of 
human nature will alfid their evidence, will contribute to 
^leir cdablifhment, and men will be aihamed of Monarchy. 
I am. with rcfpe£l^ Gentlemen, your friend, 

' THOMAS PAINE. 
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LETTER VI. 
To the ABBE SYEYES. 



S 1 R, Paris, %th July, 1782. 

** AT the moment of mv departure for England, I read, 
in the Moniteur of Tiicftlay Ind, your letter, in which 
yon give the challenge, on the fuhjcft of Government, and 
offer to defend what is called the Monarchical opinion againft 
the Republican fyllem. 

" I accept of your challenge with plcafurc ; and 1 place 
fuch a confidence in the fiipcriority of the RepublicanfS'f- 
tem over that nullity of fyllem, called Monarchy, that I en- 
gage not to exceed the extent of fifty pages, and to leavo 
you the liberty of taking as much latitude as you may think, 
piopcr. 

*' The refpcft which I bear your moral and literaiy re- 
putation, will be ycHir fecxirity for my candour in the courfc 
of this dlfcuIFion ; but, notwithftanding that 1 fliall treat 
the fubjc^l fci louily and (jucercly, let me prcmife, that I 
conlidcr mvfclf at liberty to ridicule as they dcfcrve, Mo- 
narchical abfurditics, whenever the occafion fliall prcfent 
itfclf. 

" By Repuhlicanifm, I do not under ftand what the name 
fignifies in Holland, and in feme parts of Italy. 1 under- 
(land fimply a government by reprcfcntation— a government 
founded upon the pnnciplcs of the Declaration of Rights ; 
principles to which fcvcral parts of the French Conftitution 
arife in contradiction. The Declaration of the Righis of 
France and America arc but one and the fame tiling in prin- 
ciples, and almoft in cxprcRions; and this is the Repuhli- 
canifm which 1 undertake to defend againft *vhat is called 
Monarchy and AriJUcrocy. 

" 1 fee witli plcafurc, that in refpcft to one point we arc 
already agreed; and that is^ the extreme danger of a civil lijf. of 
thirty millions. I can difc over no rcafon wHyoncpf the 
pans of the government fliould be fupportcd .with fo extra- 
vagant. a profurum, whilll the other icarcely receives wl^^t 
"is fufHcient for its common wants. ' ^ 

*' 'iliis dangiTOus and diflionourablc difproportion, at 
once fupplies the one with the means .of corrupting^ and 
throws the other into the predicament of being corrupted. 
In America there is but little d I ffovnce, witJi regard to t1- s 
point, between The le^iflative and the executive part of or 
government *, but the firll is much better attended to than it 
is in France *. 

" In whatlbevcr manner, Sir, I may treat the fubjcft of 



* A Deputy to the Congrcfs receiver about a guinea and a half daily; 
and provUiont are cheaper in America than in f rancet 
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which you have propofcd the inveftigxtion, I hope that you 
will not doubt niy entertaining for you the higheft efteenu 
1 muft alfo add, that I am not the perfonal enemy of Kings. 
Quite the contrary. No man more heartily withes than my« 
fclf to fee them all in the happy and honourable ftate of pri- 
vate individuals ; but I am the avowed, open, and intrepid 
enemy of what is called Monarchy; and 1 am fuch by prin- 
ciples which nothing can either alter or corrupt^yy my at* 
tachment to humanity ; by the anxiety which 1 feel within 
myfclf for the dignity and the honour of the human race ; 
by the difgufl which I experience, when I obfcrved men di- 
rcdcd by children, and governed by brutes ; by the horror 
wliich all the evils which Monarchy has fprcad over the 
earth excite within my bread ; and by thofc fentimcnts 
which make mc Aiuddcr at the calamities, the cxaftions, the 
wars, and the maflacrcs with which Monarchy has cruflied 
mankind : in (hort, it is again ft all the hell of Monarchy 
that I have declared war. 

(Signed) THOMAS PAINE/' 
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LETTER VII. 
To the PEOPLE OF FRANCE. 



** Paris, Sept. 85, 
Firfi Year of the Republic:^ 



** rSLLOW CITIZEKSI 



<• T RECEIVE, with aflcAionatc gratitude, the honour 
which the late National Allembly ha& conferred upon 
me, by adopting mc a Citizen of France ; and the additional 
iionour of being elcftcd by my fellow citizens a Member of 
the National Convention, Happ ly imprcifcd, as 1 am, by 
thofc tciUmonics of rcfpefl (hewn towards me as an in* 
dividual, 1 feci my felicity incrcafed by iieeing the barrier 
broken down that divided patriotifm by i'pots of earth, and 
limited citizcnihip to the foil, like vegetation, 

*• Had thofe honours been conferred in an hour'of nation- 
al tranquillity, they would have afforded no I'thcr means of 
ihewing my afFe6lion, than to have accepted and enjoyed 
thcm/» but they come accompanied with circumflanccs that 
give mc the honourable opportunity of commencing my ci- 
tizenfTiip in the flormy hour of difficulties. I come not to 
enjoy repofc. Convinced that the caufe of France is the 
caufe of all mankind, and that as liberty cannot be purchafcd 
by a wifh, 1 gladly (hare with you the dangers and honours 
ntccffary to fucccTs. 

•* 1 am well aware that the moment of any great change, 
fuch as that accomplifhcd on the loih of Augull, is unavoul- 
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»bly the moment of terror and confufion. The mind, highly 
agitated by hope, fufpicion and apprchenfion, continues 
without reft till the change be accomplifhcd. Hut let us 
new look calmly and confidentially forward, and fucccfs is 
certain. It is no longer the paltry cautc of kings, or of this, 
or of that individual, that calls Fr;mcc and her armies into 
a£iion. It is the gre^t cauie of all. it is the eftablidimcnt 
of a new acra, that (hall blot defpotifm from the earth, and 
fix, on the lafting principles of peace and citizcnfhip, the 
great Republic of Man. 

" It has been my fate to have borne a (hare in the com- 
mencement and complete cliabliflimcnt of one Revolution 
(I mean the Revolution of America). The fuccefs and 
events of that Revolution are encouraging to us. The prof- 
perity and happinefs that have fmce flowed to that country, 
nave amply rewarded her for all the hardfhips (he endured 
and for all the dangers {he encountered. 

" The principles on which that Revolution began, have 
extended themfclves to Europe; and an over-ruling Provi- 
dence is regenerating the Old World by the principles of the 
New. The diftancc of America from all the other parts of 
the fflobe did not admit of her carrying thofc principles be- 
yond her own fituation. It is to the peculiar honour of . 
France, that Hie now raifes the (landard of liberty for all na- 
tions; and in fighting her own battles, contends for the rights 
of all mankind. 

" The fame fpirit of fortitude that infured fuccefs to 
.America, will infure it to France, for it is impofliblc to con- 

Suer a nation determined to be free ! The military circum- 
anccs that now unite themfclves to France, are fuch as the 
defpots of the earth know nothing of, and can form no cal- 
culation upon. They know not what it is to fight againft % 
nation ; they have only been accu domed to make war upon 
each other, and they know, from fyft<im and pra6lice, how 
to calculate the probable (ucccis of defpot againfl defpot; 
and here their knowledge and their exx^erience end. 

** But ill a conteft like the prefent, a new and boundlefs 
variety of ctrcumftances arife, thai deranges all fuch cufto* 
mary calculations. When a whole nation afts as an army, 
the defpot knows not the extent of the power againfl wiiich 
he contends. New armies rife \f5ainiL him with the necef- 
lity of the moment. It is then that the diiliculties of an in- 
vading enemy multiply, as in the foimcr cafe they dimi- 
j^ifhed ; and he finds them, at their height what he ex}>e£lcd 
them to end. 

" The only war that has any fimilarity of circuinfbnccs 
with the prefent, is the late revohition war in Ameriea. On 
her part, as it now is in France, it was a wr«r of the whole 
nation :— there it was that tlio eneiay, by beginning to con- 
cjuer, put himfeirm a Ci»i ditioii of l>ein;3 conquered. His 
iiril; vi&orics prepared him tor defeat, lie advanced till he 
' .'. could 
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could not retreat, and found hixnfelf in theiaidftef agnation 
of armies. 

** Were it now tobepropofed to the Auftrians and Pruf- 
fians to cfcort them into the middle of France, and there 
leave them to make the mod of fuch a (ituationy they would 
fee too much into the dangers of it to accept the offer, aiid 
the fame dan<?;crs would attend them, could they arrive there 
by any other means. Wlicre, then, it the military policy 
oif their attempt nig to <}btain, by force, that which they 
wotild rcfufc l»y choice? But to reafon with devpots is 
throwing reafon away. The bed of atguments Is a vigorous 
preparation. 

**.Man is ever a ftranger to the ways by which Provi- 
dence rcgi^lates the order of things. The interference of 
foreign dcfpots may feiA-e to introduce into their own cn- 
. (laved countries the principles they come to oppofe. Li- 
berty aiii Equality are blciruigs too great to be the inheri- 
tance of France alone. It is honour to her to be their hrft 
champion ; and (lie may now fay to her enemies, with a 
mighty voice, ** O, ye Auftrians, vePrufTuns! ye who now 
*' turn your bayonets againil us, it is for you, it is for all 
•*^ Europe, it is for all mankind, and not for France alone, 
•* that ihe raifcsthe (landard of Liberty and Equality !** 

** The public caufe has hitherto fulfei-ed from the con- 
tradi£lions contained in the Conftitution of the former (-on- 
ftitucnt Aflfembly. Thofc contradiclions have ferved to di- 
'vide the opinions of individuals at home, and to obfcurc 
the great principles of the Revolution in other countries. 
But wlien thofe contradiftions ihall be removed, and the 
Conftitution be made conformable to the declaration of 
Rights ; when the bagatelles of monarchy, royalty. regeiKy, 
and hereditary fuccclUon, (hall be expofed, with all their ab- 
furduies, a new ray of light will be thrown over the world, 
and the Revolution will derive new itrcngth by being uni- 
verfally underftood. 

'• The fcene that now opens itfelf to France extends far 
beyond tlie boundaiies of her own dominions. Every na- 
tion is becoming her colleague, and every court is become 
liei enemy. It is now the caufe of all nations, again ft the 
caufe of all courts. The terrors that defpotifm felt, chuv- 
deftinely begot a confederation of defpots ; and their attack 
upoit i' ranee is produced by their fears at home. 

** In ciUcrint', on this great fccne, greater than any n«Mion 
has yet been ciilleil to aft in, let us fay to the agitated mind, 
be calm. Let us puikifh by iuftrufting, rathei than by re- 
venge. l,et us b-'gin the new xra by a greatnefs of frietid- 
ihip, and hail the approach of union and iuccefs. 
** Your Fcllow-Ciiizen, 

*• THOMAS PAINE/* 
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THOUGHTS ON THE PEACE, 

AND PROBABLE ADVANTAGES THEREOF. 



<* 'THE times tliat tried men's fouls"* arc over— ^nd the 
grcateft and compleateft Revolution the world ever 
knew isgloriounyand happily accomplifhed. 

But to pal's from the extreme of danger to fafety-*-from the = 
tumult ox war to the tranquillity of peace, though fweet in 
contemplation, requires a gradual compofure of the fcnfcs 
to receive it. Even calmnefs has the power of dunning, 
when it opens too indantly upon us« . The long and raging 
hurricane that fhould ceaic in a moment, would leave us in 
a (late rather of wonder than enjoyment ; and (bme moments 
of recolled.ion mull pafs before we could be capable of tak- 
ing the full felicity of repofe. There are but few in (lances 
in which the mind is fitted for fuddcn tranfitions ; it takes 
in its plcafuresby re(lc£lion and comparifon, and thofcmuft' 
have time toa6l, before the rdilh for new fccncsis complete. 

In the prcfent cafe — the mighty magnitude of the objcft 
•—the various uncertainties of fate it has undcrgone-<-the nu^ 
merous and complicated dangers we have fudercd or efc^pcd 
—the eminence we now (land on, and the vaft pro(]jc£k be- 
fore us, muft all confpire to imprefs us with contcmplntion. 

To fee it in our power to make a world happy— to teach 
mankind the art of being fo-^to exhibit on the theatre o£ 
the univerl'e a charaflcr hitherto unknown— and to haVe, as 
it were, a new creation cntrufted to our hands, arc honours 
that command reHc£lion, and can neither be too higlily edi- 
mated, nor too gratefully received. In this paufe, then, of 
recollc£lion— while the (lorm is ceafmg. and the lone-agi- 
tated mind vibrating to a reft, let us lookback on the Icencs 
we have palfcd, and learn from experience what is yet to be" 
done. Never, I fay, had a country fo many openings to 
happincfs as this* llcr fetting out into life, like the nfih^ 
of a fair morning, was unclouded and promifmg. Her caule 
was good; her principles jud and liberal ; her temper ferene 
and Hrm ; her condu£l regulated by the niced deps of or- 
der ; and every thing about her wore the mark of honour. 

It is not every country (perhaps there is not another in 
the world) that can boa d fo fair an origin. Even the fird 
fettlcmcntof America corrcfixjuds with the charaftcr of the 
Revolution. Rome, once the proud midrcfs of the uni- 
vcrfe, was originally a band of ruffians. Plunder and ra- 
pine made her rich, and her opprcHion of millions made her 
great. But America needs never be alhamcd to tell her 
birth, nor relate the dagcs by which flic rofc to empire. 

The remembrance, then, of what is pad, if it operate 
rightly, mud infpire her with the mod laudable of all ambl* 
lion, that of adding to the fair fame flic began with. Tha 
world has feen her great in advcriity ; druggling, without 
« thought of yielding, beneath accumulated difficulties ; 

^ bravely, 

• m Thcfe tre the timci that try men'i fouls.*' 
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bravely, nay proudly encountering dlftrcfs, and rifing in re- 
folution as the (lorni increafcd. All this is juflly due te her, 
for her fortitude has merited the charaftcr. Let, then, the 
world fee that (he can bear prni'periiy ; and that her honell 
virtue in time of peace is equal to the bravcft virtue in time 
of war. $hc is now dcfcending to the I'ccnes of quiet and 
domeftic life ; not beneath the ryprefs (hade of dtl'appoint^ 
meat, but to enjoy in her own land, and under her own vine, 
the fwcets of her labours, and the reward of her toil. In 
this fituation, may ihe never forget, that a fair national re- 
putation is of as much importance as independence ; that 
It poiTeflTes a charm which wins upon the world, ^nd makes 
even enemies civil ; that it gives a dignity which is often 
fuperior to power, and commands a reverence where pomp 
and fplcndour fail. It would be a circumftance ever to be 
lamented, and never to be forgotten, were a fmgle blot, from 
any caufc whatever. futTcrcd to fall on a Revolution, which, 
to the end of time, mud be an honour to the age that accom- 
pli fhcd it ; and which has contributed more to enlighten 
the world, and diffufe a fpirit of freedom and liberality a- 
mong mankind, tlian any human event ^if this can be called 
one) that ever preceded it. 

It is not among the Icall of the calamities of a long con- 
tinued war, that it luihingcs the mind from thofe nice fcnla- 
tions which at other times appear f«> an\i<tl)le. The conti- 
nual fpertiicle of woe hlunts the finer feeling?, and the ne- 
celfity ()f l)raring with the light renders it familiar. In lil.c 
nuuuier are inanv of the moral ohlij;Htions of fiuiety weak* 
rnert, till the cnlNmi of ailing by neevtlicy hv^eomes an aju)- 
lo^v wliere it i.s trulv a eriuir, Yei ht but a t>atiofi conceive 
vi;;!wly of iis elunaM^T, and it will he eliallely ju(l in i^ro. 
tCMtiiig it. None ever begun with a fairer than America, and 
txouM t an be under a greater obligaiion to prefervc itt 'I hr 
tiehr wlurh America han rout raf led. compared with tho 
canfo fl)e has gaittcd, ;muI the. advantages to How from it| 
ought feareely to he mentioned. She liasi it in her choice to 
do, .md to live as happily as flte pleafes. The wot Id i^ in 
her hands, She has now no f«)reign power to monopolize 
her commerce, perplex iu'r legillation, or controul her pro!*- 
pcrity. The (lrugj»le is oV'Cr which mufl one day have haj>- 
])cncd, and, i)cihu',)s, never could have happened at a belter 
time;* and in f lead of a domineering nv^Ucr, flie has gaini<l 
«ln ally, whofe exemplarv great nrls, and nniverf.\l liberality, 
have cxtortpd a c*)nfilhou even from her enemies. 

■ With 

* That the Rcvoluviofk U<t;au .u the i\awt pctuid ol tunc be(l futtd ttM 
the purport*, is luHicitiuly piovtd hy the cvim. Ihiithr j;rcat luu^r oh 
Vhivii the whole inact\iiK'iuiiir(l, »r ihi Lhthm oftht Sutti j j.id ihis Pinion 
VTiis naturally prcduc^d hy thr tiuhilitv oiuuy uut: Staic tutlappi>tt iiivU 
agaiiiii a loici)^!) (nriny v\iihoin thr ailtiUiu.cof.tlic irit. 

II.icl fhc Stulrs Uv«i.tlly ban Id'* ahlr i!».ui tluy v\np v^hca thcvsar lu- 
f^nn, thrii" uiiurd Uren^th would not have hoiii ««jual to the luuh iiaKin •,. 
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With* the blcflin^s of peace, independence, and an uni- 
vcH'al commerce, the States, individually and colleftively, 
will have Icil'ure and opportunity to regulate and eftabliih 
their domeftic concerns, and to put it beyond the power of 
calumny to throw the lead rcflcdion on their honour. Cha- 
ratler is much eaficr kept than recovered ; and that man, if 
any fuch there be, who, from any linidcr views, or littl?nefs 
of foul, lends, unfccn, his hand to injure it, contrives a 
wound it will never be in his power to heal. As we have 
cilablifhcd an inheritance for pofterity, let that inheritance 
dcfccnd with every mark of an honourable conveyance. The 
little It will coH, compared with the worth of the States, the 
great nels of the objrd, and the value of national chara6ler> 
will be a proHtablc exchange. But that which mull more 
forcibly ftrikc a thoughtful, p.enetrating mind, and which 
includes and renders cafy all inferior concerns, is the Union 
of the States. On this our great national charaftcr depends, 
it is this which muftgive us importance abroad and Iccurity 
at home. It is through this only that we are, or can be, na- 
tionally known in the world. It is the flag of the United 
States which venders our fliips and commerce fafe on the 
feas, or in a foreign port. Our Mediterranean patFcs mud be 
obtained under the fame ftyle. All our treaties, whether of 
alliance, peace, or commerce, are formed under the fove-- 
rri,';my of ilic I'niicd Siatc.>, and Europe knows u» by no oilier name or 
title. The divifion of ilic empire into Hates i» lor our own convenience, 
but abroad thi.^ diflinction reafes. 7 h^ aH'airs of each iUteare local : they 
ran go no farlhc r than to iifclf; and were the whole worth of even the 
ncheU 

hand, had ihry fcveially been mtJie able, they might not V.nvc feen, or, 
what ii moic, mv^\n not have felt ilie necellity of unitini;-; and, cither by 
attempting to Hand alone, or in fmall confederacies, would have been 
leparatcly conqutred. Now, as we cannot fee a time (and many years 
mull pals away before it can artive) when the llrenj^th of any one State, or 
ol level al uniied, can be equal to the whole ol the prefent I'nttcd States ; 
and as we have fren the extreme difHculty of collectively profccutin;; tlie 
war to a futcitstul iiTue, and prcltrvuig our narioiul unpiutance m the 
woild; ihci -tore, frt^n the experience we have had, and the knowledge 
we have gained, wc mult, unlcfs wc make a walie of wifd<mi, be llro»u;lv 
inipreiffd with tljc advanta»;e, ^s well as the neccfTity, oi llrengthcnm.; 
the happy union wliich ha^ been our falvation, and without whicli wc 
ibould have been a ruined people. While 1 was writing tins note. I call 
my eye on the pamphlet i\vnraon Senfv^ from which 1 Ihall make an cxtratl, 
as it applies exactly to the cafe. It is as follows : 

♦• 1 have never met with a man, cither in Kngland or America, whd 
**• hatli not contclfed his opinion, that a feoaratton between the couniru-% 
•• would lake place one time or other: and there is no inlfancc in which 
•* wc have flicwn lets judgement, than cndcavour.ng to dcfcribe, what wc 
•• call, the ripenefs or Hi ne ft of tlie Continent for Independence. 

•* A» all men allow ^hc meafure, and dider only in their opinion of the 
•* time, let uft, in order to remove millaket, take a general furvey of 
•* things, and endeavour, if poflible, to find out the lery time. But wc 
**• iiced not go far; the inqui^ ccafcs at once, for. Me time kathjoynd uu 
** 'The general concurrence, the glorious union of all things, prove the fatU 

** It is not in numl>crs, but in an union, that our great ilrcngth lies. 
«* The Coiuincnt is Jull arrived at the pitch of ilreujjtli, in which no lin» 
•• gle colony isableto rup|>ort itfelf, and the \/hole, wlien united, can ae« 
** ccmf ifh the matter; anU cither mure or kl« thin thix, might be fatal 
•• iu iu ctfeOi," i'<i»/A/r/, iommQn $(nfi. 
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rlrhcft of ihfm f xprmitU In r«vffiiM| it wmAd fm he fyflicif m to (uffMf 
fovrrrlKiHy agninli • fotctcii •iiack. In Oiort, we have no other nMi«>nil 
foveingiuy than u United Siaui. It would even bt fatal for ui if we had 
•~too exprnfive to be maimainedi and impoflible to be fuoport^d* IndU 
viduali, or individual ftatrii may call themlelvei what they pirafe; but 
the world, and Hpecially the world of e nemirii ii not to be held in awe 
by the whittling of a name. Sovereignty mufi have power to protril all 
the |Sarta which compofc and conltitute it; and at Vniied Suui, we are 
equal to the* importance of iht title, but uclierwile we are not. .Our nnion, 
well and wifrly regulated and crmcntrd, ia the chrapefl way of being 
great— the rafic^t way gf being powerful— and the happirfl invention in 
^,uverniiinu wKtch the ciriuinlttfiiccs uf America can tfdmit of | becaufe it 
collc^U Ifum each $tate that which, by being inadeouate, can be of im 
ufr to it, ami rornit an ag^regaiithat frrvn for all. 'I'hr Sialet of H«»llaiid 
■re ail uiifortunafc iiilUm r ot (he cHr^U of individual fo\crei^nty. Their 
diijoimrd ciuidition rxpiifrt them to numerous imrigun, lollet, calami* 
ties, and enemiri, andtlir alnvitt impoilihiltty of bringing their meafurea 
to a decifiun, and that dicifion into exccuiiun. it to them, and would be 
to ui, a f(»urcc ol rndlefi miifortune It i« with confedvrate lUtri ai with 
iiidividuaU in fociety; fomc(hin{{ muO be yiildcd up, to make the whole 
fi'cure. In thia view of thin^i we gain by what wc give, and draw an aiu 
nual iiilcrcU ^lf ate r than the capital, 1 ever Ucl mylcH hurt, %^Ueu 1 liiar 
the rniiMi,(lut gnat juilladiiim ol our liberty and ladty ihr lead iirr^e- 
rtntly fp<»Kiiiu(. It i» the mull (acred thing in the iontlituiiunof Aine* 
rita, and thai which iviiy man ftiuuld l*e the molt nroud t^k^ lemhi of. 
t)ur I itiii nOiip in the Unitrd Statii ii our lational charaih r 1 out % ili/en« 
niip in any |>attiealar State ii only our local di III nation. By the latter %e 
are known alhuim i by the tuimertiithe woitd. Our gnat title i» .f«/« 
»<»aHi| iiui MtttMior one variti with (hr j^laif, .Sti lai ak my nubasMUil 
c^iuldco, thry have allhvemlirKted tovunvilMic the atletinmii uuiu the 
ifitereAi, and draw and keep ihv mind ol (he <«iuntry lo^;e(hei \ and the 
better to allilt in thii lonndat ion* work of the Kevolutiun, I have axouted 
all plaifRttI profit or otfue, either in the »St4ie I live in, or in the l^nifd 
huU'k\ kipt iiiytf^l at a diAanee Ironi all paitiei and party eoniif^tioni, 
fimievtn ilidi^aidtd all private and inlnivi ionceini ; and when >Artakr 
into virw itie ^imt woik wc have goilr thiougU, and l(«l, ai uf oiijit hi 
del, the )nU inip«iriaiu r ot it, we InaU then (ee, that the little ^Ar4ll);lln^l 
and iiidiiuit iontfiitPMi* of (Hrlunal paity a»v a« diAionouiabtf to imr 
chara^lCM, Ah thi ) .tre injiiiiouft to oui ie|>ule. It Hit the raulr ol Anir* 
lit ithitt iMiule Mie an mnuor. t he loree with whnh it (liurk my iniiul, 
and iIm* iliti^troukcundtiion the country appriied to me in, by couint^t* 
an iiMiiollihlf and unnatural rtvomilMiiun with thoh* who were deiri* 
fniiud to HiUite hrtt inMead ol linking out into ihr only line lliat tonld 
tavrliM, tfif JhihfMivH «»/ M«/^n«/<'ti/'-mMde 11 lm|H»Uihle |(«r inr, (rrltii(S 
ai I ilnli lo he (ilenl t and i(, in the tuurle ol moie than It vrn yi aii, I have 
irmli ird lii'i any (nvur, I have likrwilr addtd (omrthin^ to the tepuia* 
I tun ol litiMtnie, by lietly and diiinierrNitlly rmptoying it in the great 
lanlcol m.ii>kind| and ihewing there may be grniuk without pioititution. 
liuleuiii(Un^e atvkayi appiaied to me piiieiKahle and piohahh, pfi>« 
vlded tin Uniiruf ni ol the rontitiy conld be foimed and iVlti i'» the oh« 
jc<l I and (her* u no inil.nwr in the woildi wheie a people lo eHtendedi 
mid WMldid toiofiiiei haUii olthinkini(,and under (uch a vaiifty ol cir* 
€ umiHmik « X, weie (o inOamly aitdeltettiiaUy |>eivaded, by a turn tn politirii 
i$ ill the ia(e ol Jiidr)iemleiMe, and who lup)uiiinl Ihiir o|)iiitoii, Uiidl* 
mimlhidi throuHh luth a lucivihon ot good and III hniune, till they 
erow-iitd It with luueli. But ai the liemi ol wai aie eloirtl, and every 
m.in prt paiing lor home and happier limei, I iheielore lake my l«*«vc ot 
the Inhi'^t. I havi* moll linrerely followed it from beginning lo end, and 
thioii)*li till lift tiiini and wtiidiiigii and whatever countiy i maylieicaltcr 
br III, I Ihull alwavkhel mu hoiieti piide at the pati I haw tiken and 
aHid,aiul AHUiitudt toNaiuiraiid huvidencclor puttingit inmy po>Mir 
lu he ot toiiir ufi to inunkiiul. 
J%iUnJ'!.^i Jj»ni iy, i7H> . '1 HUM AS TAlNlk. 

.., . ^^ ^,^_ ^ _ ^ Ogle 
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